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BOROUGH  OP  REIGATE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  year  1953 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances 
of  the  Borough  of  Reigate  in  the  year  1953-  The  Report  is  drawn  up 
generally  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
as  indicated  in  Circular  42/51,  and  In  the  main  follows  the  same  arrange¬ 
ment  as  earlier  issues  in  the  same  series. 

The  two  outstanding  epidemiological  events  of  the  year  were  wide¬ 
spread  prevalence  of  measles  amongst  the  younger  element  of  the 
population  and,  concurrently,  an  extensive  outbreak  of  influenza,  which 
mainly  affected  the  elderly  and  infirm  and  was  associated  'with  a  rate  of 
mortality  far  exceeding  any  experienced  in  the  Borough  since  the  pandemic 
of  1918.  Cases  of  poliomyelitis,  particularly  of  the  non-paralytic 
typo,  and  of  pneumonia  were  also  more  numerous  than  usual  and  represented 
a  higher  rate  of  incidence  than  was  recorded  in  most  other  areas.  More 
favourable  features,  however,  were  the  striking  decline  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  scarlet  fever,  the  relatively  low  incidence  of  food  poisoning 
and  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  and  the  absence  of  diphtheria,  enteric 
fever  and  c or ebro- spinal  meningitis. 

On  the  whole,  the  vital  statistics  and  mortality  rates  for  1953 
compare  favourably  with  those  for  the  past  few  years,  when  due  allowance 
is  made  for  the  fact  that  they  are  calculated  on  an  admitted  under¬ 
estimate  of  the  actual  population,  and  that  many  of  the  institution 
deaths  which  would  formerly  have  been  transferred  to  other  areas  are 
now  assigned  to  the  Borough.  The  recorded  birth-rate  was  the  highest 
for  the  past  three  years,  while  the  proportion  of  infants  registered 
as  still-born  (10.14  per  1,000  total  births)  is  by  far  the  lowest 
observed  in  the  Borough;  the  mortality  amongst  new-born  babies , 
however,  was  somewhat  higher  than  usual. 

The  recorded  death  rate  of  14*19  is  very  much  above  the  average, 
mainly  in  consequence  of  the  revised  rules  for  the  statistical  treat¬ 
ment  of  transferable  deaths.  The  effect  of  this  is  also  seen  in  the 
proportionate  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  ascribed  to  degenerative 
diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  cancer,  bronchitis, 
cerebral  haemorrhage  and  thrombosis  and  similar  conditions  occurring 
in  association  with  senility.  Otherwise,  the  mortality  assigned  to 
specified  causes  does  not  differ  greatly  from  that  usually  observed. 

The  acute  infectious  diseases,  apart  from  influenza,  claimed  very  few 
victims,  for  the  fourth  consecutive  year  there  were  no  deaths  attri¬ 
butable  to  pregnancy,  childbirth  or  abortion  and  the  mortality  rate 
for  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  created  a  new  low  record  for  the  Borough. 


The  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  is  closely  co-ordinated 
with  that  of  the  other  health  and  medical  services  in  the  area,  with 
which  there  are  many  points  of  contact  and  common  interest  or 
responsibility.  Integration  is  in  large  measure  achieved  as  a 
result  of  the  arrangement  whereby  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts 
also  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  County  Health  and  School  Health 
Services  organised  on  a  divisional  basis,  and  by  the  joint  occupation 
of  office  accommodation  at  Caberfeigh  by  the  administrative  and  clerical 
staff  of  the  three  Departments.  Special  reference  should  be  made  to 
the  very  close  and  valuable  co-operation  of  the  Divisional  Welfare 
Officer  in  matters  concerning  the  domiciliary  and  institutional  care  of 
the  chronic  sick,  elderly  and  infirm  and,  more  particularly,  in  relation 
to  those  living  alone  or  in  grossly  insanitary  surroundings.  The 
latter  present  a  very  .difficult  and  urgent  social  problem  which  in  most 
instances  calls  for  combined  action  by  a  number  of  agencies,  official 
and  voluntary.  Several  cases  of  this  nature  were  investigated  during 
the  year,  and  it  is  possibly  a  tribute  to  the  harmonious  functioning 
of  the  agencies  mentioned  that  all  were  more  or  less  satisfactorily 
dealt  with  in  their  own  homes  by  the  assistance  forthcoming  from  a 
variety  of  sources,  and  not  least  from  the  Divisional  Welfare  Officer; 
in  consequence,  it  was  not  necessary  to  consider  the  exercise  of  the 
Borough  Council’s  powers  for  the  compulsory  removal  to  a  suitable 
institution  of  the  persons  concerned,  cn  the  grounds  that  they  could 
not  receive,  or  were  not  receiving,  all  necessary  care  and  attention 
in  their  own  homes. 

I  have  again  to  record  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the  efficient 
and  conscientious  service  rendered  by  my  sta.ff ,  the  assistance  and 
close  co-operation  of  officials  engaged  in  other  departments  of  the 
Corporation  and  the  support  and  consideration  extended  to  me  throughout 
the  year  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

I  am,  nr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant , 

T.  H.  BINGHAM 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


EEIGATE 

22nd  July,  1954 
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SECTION  I 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  (Lard  and  Inland  Water)  . 

Population,  Census  1951  . 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  resident  population, 
mid-year,  1953  .  . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1953  according 
to  Rate  Books  . .  . .  . .  . 

Rateable  Value  (1953)  . 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  . 


10,255  acres 
42,248 

44-, 890 

13,545 
-9489 ,354 
41,941 


Population 

The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  of  the  Borough  at 
mid-year,  1953,  including  members  of  the  Armed  Forces  stationed  in  the 
area,  was  44,890.  This  represents  a  population  increment  of  2,430  during 
the  preceding  twelve  months,  of  which  46  is  attributable  to  natural 
increase,  or  excess  of  live  births  over  deaths,  and  2,384  to  migration 
into  the  area.  The  information  available  locally  indicated  that  the 
allowance  made  under  the  latter  heading  is  insufficient,  having  regard  to 
the  extent  of  the  influx  of  new  residents  to  the  London  County  Council' s 
housing  estate  at  hers  than.  Representations  thereon  we  re  made  to  the 

Registrar-General ,  who  later  agreed  that  the  actual  mid-year  population 
was  not  less  than  45,500;  it  was  stipulated,  however,  that  the  estimated 
figure  of  44,890  should  be  used  for  the  calculation  of  the  various  statis¬ 
tical  rates  for  the  year  'which,  in  consequence,  represent  a  slightly 
higher  incidence  of  sickness  and  mortality  than  was  actually  experienced. 

The  Surrey  section  of  the  1951  Census  Report  has  now  been  published 
and  contains  much  interesting  information  relating  to  the  age  and  sex 
distribution  and  marital  condition  of  the  population  of  Reigate  as 
enumerated.  The  total  population  was  42,248,  comprising  19,100  males 
and  23,148  females,  or  a  sex  ratio  of  1,000  males  to  1,212  females. 

The  percentage  increa.se  in  the  inter-Censal  years  was  22.3,  which  is 
roughly  one-half  of  the  average  for  the  administrative  County  and  of  the 
aggregate  of  the  municipal  Boroughs  and  Urban  Districts  therein  during  the 
same  period;  the  rate  of  growth  is  not  substantially  greater  than  that 
observed  between  1921  and  1931. 

The  percentage  distribution  of  the  population  by  age,  as  compared 
with  that  of  the  administrative  County,  was  as  follows: - 


Reigate 

Surrey 

0-4  years 

7.8 

7-7 

5  -  14  years 

•  •  •  • 

13.1 

13-1 

13  -  44  years 

•  •  •  • 

39*7 

41.5 

45  -  64  years 

•  0  •  • 

25.1 

25.9 

65  and  over 

•  •  •  • 

14.3 

11.8 

The  total  population  included  3,304  persons  (1,695  males  and  1,609  females) 
under  the  age  of  5  years,  and  99  (17  males  and  82  females)  over  the  age  of 
90  years  -  of  whom  a  total  of  20  were  95  and.  over.  The  present  age- 
group  constitution  of  the  population  of  the  Borough  and  the  progressive 
increase  in  the  proportion  of  persons  over  middle  age  do  not  favour  a 
low  death  rate;  neither  is  the  age  distribution  and  marital  condition 
of  the  female  element  of  the  population  conducive  to  a  high  birth  rate. 

As  regards  marital  condition,  42.9  per  cent  of  the  persons  enumerated 
were  single,  48.8  per  cent  were  married  and  8.3  per  cent  widowed  or 
divorced. 

The  density  of  the  population  for  the  Borough  as  a  whole  was  4.1 
persons  per  acre,  a.s  compared  with  5.0  in  1931,  though  the  densities 
in  the  individual  wards  vary  widely  from  the  average,  being  l6.8  in  the 
Central  Lard  and  only  1.8  in  the  North  Lard .  The  population  density 
is  calculated  on  the  total  acreage  of  the  district,  including  commons, 
open  spaces  and  non-tidal  water  and  is  not,  therefore,  a.  reliable 
indication  of  congested  conditions  or  otherwise  in  the  area;  nor  can  it 
be  regarded  as  a  guide  to  the  adequacy  of  housing  provision,  which  depends 
on  the  sufficiency  of  individual  dwellings  and  habitable  roams, 
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TABLE  I 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births:  - 


Legitimate 

s  *> 

. .  Hales  342 

Females  312 

Total  634 

Illegit imate 

•  • 

. .  Males  13 

Females  l6 

Total  29 

Birth  Rate 

13.2 

Do.  1952 

14.3 

Do.  for  the 

five 

years  1948  to  1932 

14.3 

Still  Births:  - 

Legitimate 

•  • 

. .  Male  s  4 

Females  2 

Total  6 

Illegitimate 

V  0 

..  Males  1 

Females  - 

Total  1 

Rate  per  1,000 

total 

births 

10.1 

Do. 

do. 

1952  . .  . . 

14-3 

Deaths  (nett): 

Males 

Do.  1932:- 

304 

Females  .. 

333  ..  .. 

Total  637 

Males  . . 

248 

Females 

284  . •  • . 

Total  332 

Death  Rate 

14.1 

Do.  1932 

12.5 

Do.  for  the  five 

Percentage  of  total 

years  1948  to  1932 

deaths  occurring  in  Public 

12.4 

Institutions 


44.7 


Maternal  Mortality: - 

Deaths  from  pregnancy ,  childbirth  and  abortion  ..  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  cl  still)  births  ..  Nil 

Infant  Mortality:  - 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age:  - 

Legitimate  . .  . .  Males  9  Females  10  Total  19 

Illegitimate  . .  . .  Males  1  Females  1  Total  2 


Infant  Death  Rate:- 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  30.7 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  29.0 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  69.6 


Death  of  infants  under  4  weeks  of  age:- 

Legitimate  .  .  . .  Males  6  Females  3  Total  11 

Illegitimate  ..  ..  Males  1  Females  1  Total  2 

Deaths  from: - 

Cancer  ( all  ages)  . .  .  90 

Measles  (all  ages)  .  1 

"Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  ..  ..  0 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) .  1 
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TABLE  II 

Birth-Rates,  Civilian  Death-Rates  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  thejrearJ^ 
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Unadjusted 


Births 


The  total  number  of  live  "births  allocated  to  the  area,  after 
allowance  for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  was  683,  of  which  355 
were  of  males  and  328  of  females.  The  recorded  birth  rate  for  the 
area  was,  therefore,  15.2  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  as 
compared  with  14.3  in  1952  and  am  average  rate  of  l6.1  for  the 
preceding  ten  years,  in  which  the  unusually  high  rates  observed  in 
the  immediate  post-war  period  are  reflected  It  is  worthy  of  special 
note  that  the  proportion  of  infants  registered  a.s  still-born  in  1953  - 
10.14  per  1,000  total  births  -  is  by  far  the  lowest  yet  recorded  in 
the  Borough,  though  the  mortality  amongst  new-born  infants  was  some¬ 
what  above  the  average. 


To  make  an  approxima.te  allowance  for  the  effect  on  the  birth  rate 
of  differences  in  the  age  and  sex  constitution  of  the  local  population 
as  compared  with  that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole,  the  recorded 
birth  rate  is  multiplied  by  an  :l area  comparability  factor"  supplied 
by  the  Registrar-General .  When  so  adjusted.,  the  recorded  birth  rate 
for  the  Borough  is  advanced  to  15.9,  which  is  somewhat  above  that  for 
England  and  Wales  (15.5)  and  for  towns  with  an  estimated  population 
roughly  similar  to  that  of  Reigate  (15*7)  •  If  should  be  noted  that, 
as  already  mentioned,  the  rate  is  calculated  on  an  under- estimated 
population  figure. 


Deaths 


The  deaths  assigned  to  the  area  include  those  of  Borough 
residents  v/ho  died  elsewhere,  but  exclude  those  of  temporary  residents, 
which  are  transferred  to  the  districts  in  which  they  normally  resided. 
The  total  number  of  deaths  so  assigned  was  637,  of  which  304  were  of 
males  and  333  of  females. 

The  numbers  of  deaths  of  each  sex  in  various  age  groups  were  as 

follows:  - 


Age  groun 

Males 

Females 

Tota.l 

0-1  year 

10 

11 

21 

1-5  years  . 

1 

4 

5 

5-10  years 

1 

1 

2 

10  -  15  years 

1 

1 

2 

15  -  20  years 

1 

- 

1 

20  -  30  years 

6 

2 

8 

30  -  40  years 

4 

1 

5 

40  -  50  years 

8 

7 

15 

50  -  60  years 

25 

19 

kh 

60  -  70  years 

56 

49 

105 

70  -  80  years 

102 

102 

204 

80  -  90  years 

80 

108 

188 

90  and  upwards 

9 

28 

37 

304 

333 

637 
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The  death  rate  calculated  on  this  total  is  14.19  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  population,  as  compared  with  12.52  in  1952,  13.05  in 
1951  and  an  average  annual  rate  of  12 .91  for  the  preceding  ten  years. 

The  sharp  rise  in  the  death  rate  in  1953  is  not  entirely  attributable 
to  greater  mortality  in  the  area,  but  is  largely  due  to  alteration  of 
the  rules  governing  the  transfer  of  deaths  for  statistical  purposes. 
Under  the  revised  rules,  which  came  into  operation  on  1st  January,  1953, 
children's  homes,  orphanages  and  residential  nurseries;  hospitals, 
institutions  and  nursing  homes  for  the  aged,  chronic  sick  and  infirm; 
residential  institution  for  the  mentally  defective,  epileptic, 
incurable,  etc.,  and  similar  establishments  for  long- stay  cases  are 
regarded  as  the  usual  residence  of  the  inmates:  deaths  occurring 
therein  are  now  assigned  to  the  Borough  whereas,  under  the  old 
arrangement,  they  would  have  been  transferred  to  the  place  of 
residence  before  admission.  The  relatively  high  number  of  such 
establishments  locally  has  a  significant  influence  on  the  death  rate, 
as  is  reflected  by  the  increase  in  the  proportion  of  total  deaths 
taking  place  in  public  institutions  and.  by  the  greater  mortality 
ascribed  to  degenerative  changes  associated  with  senility. 


The  crude  or  recorded  death  rate  for  the  Borough  cannot  validly 
be  compared  with  that  for  the  country  as  a  whole  or  for  towns  roughly 
similar  in  size  to  Reigate  until  allowance  is  made  for  differences  in 
the  sex  and  age-group  constitution  of  the  communities  to  be  compared. 
When  such  allowance  is  made,  the  local  death  rate  is  reduced  to  11. 06 , 
as  against  11.4  for  England  and  Wales  and  11.3  for  towns  with  a 
resident  population  of  25,000  to  50,000. 


The  numbers  of  deaths  assigned  to  specified  causes  are  set  out 
in  Table  III.  The  most  noteworthy  feature  is  the  high  mortality 
attributed  to  influenza;  this  mainly  affected  the  senile  and  infirm 
and  is  by  far  the  greatest  recorded  for  many  years.  Bronchitis,  in 
many  cases  occurring  as  a  complication  of  influenza,  also  figures 
much  more  prominently  than  usual  in  the  returns  of  deaths ..  The 

numbers  of  persons  dying  from  cancer  and  malignant  disease  and  from 
degenerative  affections  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  are  also 
above  the  average,  largely  in  consequence  of  the  revised  procedure 
for  the  statistical  treatment  of  transferable  deaths,  to  which 
reference  has  already  been  made. 


On  the  other  hand,  the  acute  infectious  diseases,  tuberculosis 
of  the  lungs  and  diseases  of  the  kidneys  made  much  less  than  their 
usual  contribution  to  the  death  rate;  for  the  fourth  consecutive 
year,  no  mortality  was  attributed  to  pregnancy,  childbirth  or 
abortion;  there  was  no  loss  of  life  as  a  result  of  motor  vehicle 
accidents,  though  deaths  from  other  accidental  causes  and  from 
suicide  and  homicide  slightly  exceed  the  average.  The  numbers 
of  deaths  assigned  to  other  defined  causes  do  not  call  for  special 
comment  and  do  not  indicate  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  from 
any  particular  cause. 
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TABLE  III 


Causes  of  Death  in  the  Borough  of  Reigate 

during  1953 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

M 

3 

P 

1 

Total 

4 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  forms  . 

1 

- 

1 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

1 

- 

1 

4 .  Diphtheria  . .  . .  . 

- 

- 

- 

3 .  'Whooping  Cough  . .  . 

- 

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  . 

- 

- 

- 

7.  Acute  polio-myelitis  . 

2 

- 

2 

8.  Measles  .  ♦ 

1 

- 

1 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

2 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  .. 

10 

3 

13 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  "bronchus 

10 

2 

12 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  hr east 

- 

10 

10 

13 .  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . .  .. 

- 

4 

4 

14-  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

27 

24 

51 

15*  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

1 

1 

2 

16.  Diabetes  .  . 

- 

3 

3 

I 17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

32 

45 

77 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

31 

27 

58 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . .  .. 

tao.  Other  heart  disease  . 

3 

12 

15 

35 

51 

86 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  . 

16 

15 

31 

22.  Influenza .  . 

31 

19 

50 

23 .  Pneumonia .  . 

10 

11 

21 

24.  Bronchitis .  . 

2  6 

2  6 

52 

23.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

- 

1 

26 .  Ulcer  of  stomach  and.  duodenum 

4 

1 

5 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .. 

1 

- 

1 

28.  Nephritis  and  neplirosis  . 

- 

3 

3 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

7 

- 

7 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

- 

- 

31.  Congenital  malformations  . 

3 

1 

4 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

37 

65 

102 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ..  ..  .. 

- 

- 

- 

34 »  All  other  accidents  . 

5 

6 

11 

35 .  Suicide  .  . 

4 

1 

5 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

304 

333 

637 
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SUCTION  II 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water 

There  was  no  important  extension  of  the  public  water  supply  during 
the  year,  except  in  connection  with  new  building  development. 

With  the  exception  of  fourteen  houses  which  depend  for  their  water 
supply  on  two  private  wells,  all  dwellings  in  the  Borough  have  a  con¬ 
tinuous  and  direct  supply  from  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company.  The  water 
is  derived  from  deep  borings  in  the  chalk  ana  is  softened,  chlorinated 
and  de-chlorinatcd  before  distribution  to  consumers. 

The  supply  was  adequate  in  quantity  throughout  the  year,  the  average 
daily  consumption  per  head  of  population  being  about  30  to  40  gallons. 

The  quality  of  the  water,  as  revealed  by  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examination  at  regular  intervals,  was  invariably  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

Samples  of  the  water  before  and  a.f ter  treatment  are  submitted  twice 
weekly  for  bacteriological  examination,  under  private  arrangements  made 
by  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company.  In  addition,  samples  of  the  treated 
water  are  examined  chemicall;.  and  bacteriologically  about  forty  times  a 
year,  under  a  rota  system  arranged  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of 
the  districts  supplied  by  the  Company;  samples  are  taken  in  each  district 
at  stated  times,  and  the  Analyst's  reports  are  available  for  the  use  of 
the  other  districts  concerned.  The  following  report  is  typical  of  those 
received  during  the  year: - 


Chemical  Results 

in 

Parts 

ver  Million 

Appearance  ..  Bright,  with  a 

few 

miner 

al  particles. 

Colour 

•  f> 

•  • 

•  '  «  c 

Nil 

OciOUlC  •«  me  09  to 

>)  • 

r  « 

C  9  9  0 

Nil 

Reaction  pH . . 

6  O 

<  «. 

Alkaline 

8.3 

Free  carbonic  acid 

n  a 

o  •» 

0»  no 

Absent 

Electric  conductivity  at  20  deg. 

c 

O  4> 

CO  3  * 

230 

Total  solids,  dried  o.t  180  deg.C 

ff  8 

■19  0  0 

170 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  =  , 

o  « 

•  • 

0  9  On 

22 

Alkalinity  as  calcium  carbonate 

"  > 

.8  i 

'  8  *  ( 

43 

Hardness:  Total 

o  < 

v  O 

9  *  mm 

120 

Temporary 

I  * 

a  ■? 

*  9  0 

43 

Permanent 

e  o 

»  O 

n  n  off 

73 

Nitrogen  in  nitrates 

W  0 

o  » 

0  c  c  9 

5.0 

Nitrogen  in  nitrrmes 

9  ff 

o  c 

«-  <  9  9 

Less  than  0.01 

Free  ammonia 

9  C 

e  *■ 

*>  •  o  * 

0.018 

Albuminoid  ammonia 

c  r* 

*  • 

*  f  9  9 

0.000 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  2  ■ 

•  ,.C 

?  C  o  O 

0.15 

Metal s  . .  . ,  -  Iren  - 

o  • 

o  o 

#•  mm 

0.04 

Residual  chlorine 

•  a 

m  m 

cm  mo 

0.14 

Bacteriological  Results 


I  day  at 

57  deg -.C 

2  days  at 

37  deg.C 

3  days  at 
20  deg. 

Number  of  "Colonies"  graving 
on  Agar  per  c.c.  or  ml.  in 
Presumptive  coliform.  reaction 
Bact.coli  (Typo  i) 

Cl.welchii  reaction 

0 

•  9  •  • 

no  am 

im  am 

1 

.  0  Absent 

. .  Absent 

«, .  Absent 

7 

100  c.c. 
ICO  c.c. 
100  c.c. 

P-  sport 

"This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  since 
it  carries  only  a  few  particles  of  matter  in  suspension.  The  water  is 
very  faintly  alkaline  in  reaction,  has  very  moderate  hardness,  contains 
no  excess  of  salinity  or  mineral  constituents  in  solution  and  is  free 
from  metals,  apart  from  a  negligible  trace  of  iron.  It  is  of  the 
highest  standard  cf  organic  and  bacterial  purity.  These  results  are 
indicative  of  a  pure  and  wholesome  water ,  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes." 
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One  of  the  two  private  wells , referred  to  above,  supplies  a  mineral 
water  factory  and  a  group  of  adjoining  cottages.  Samples  of  the  water 
were  examined  during  the  year  and  were  reported  to  he  of  satisfactory 
organic  and  bacterial  quality.  Having  regard  to  the  use  of  the  water 
for  manufacturing  purposes  and,  in  consequence,  its  distribution  over  a 
fairly  wide  area,  the  owner  has  been  advised,  as  a  precautionary  measure, 
to  make  private  arrangements  for  bacteriological  examination  at  least 
once  a  month  and  to  furnish  the  Public  Health  Department  with  copies  of 
the  Analyst’s  reports;  no  action  has  yet  been  taken  on  the  advice  given. 

The  water  from  the  other  private  well,  which  supplies  two  cottages, 
was  reported  by  the  Analyst  to  be  so  grossly  polluted  with  organisms  of 
excremental  origin  as  to  be  unfit  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

The  occupiers  of  the  cottages  were  accordingly  instructed  to  boil  a.11 
water  drawn  from  the  well  for  such  purposes,  and  the  owner  was  urged  to 
consider  the  provision  of  a  satisfactory  alternative  supply;  preliminary 
arrangements  have  since  been  made  for  the  properties  to  be  connected  to 
the  public  main.  Another  dwelling,  formerly  supplied  from  a  shallow  well 
which  also  was  found  to  be  polluted,  wats  connected  to  the  public  supply 
during  the  year. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  cesspools  of  six  dwelling-houses  were  abolished  and  the  drainage 
system  connected  to  the  public  sewer. 

The  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor  has  supplied  the  following  particu¬ 
lars  of  important  extensions,  improvements  and  developments  of  the 
arrangements  for  drainage,  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  in  the  area:  - 

(i)  Drainage  extensions  in  connection  with  new  building  development:  - 

(a)  Corporation  Housing  Estates: 

(i)  Rushett’s  Farm  EstateT  Reigate 
Construction  of  new  pumping  station 
Extension  of  foul  sewer  -  660  lineal  yards. 

Extension  of  surface  water  sewers  -  2,000  lineal  yards. 

( ii)  Green  Lane  Housing  Estate 

Completion  of  foul  sewer  -  71  lineal  yards. 

Completion  of  surface  water  sewer  -  453  lineal  yards 

(b)  Private  Building  Development: - 
(i) Oakwood  Estate 

Foul  sewer  -  208  lineal  yards  constructed. 

Surface  water  sewer  -  280  lineal  yards  constructed. 

( i-i)  Wood-hatch  Estate 

Foul  sewer  -  284  lineal  yards  constructed. 

Surface  water  sewers  -  355  lineal  yards  constructed. 

(il)  General  maintenance  of  Existing  Sewerage  System:  - 

A  defective  length  of  existing  main  foul  sewer  across  Earlswood 
Common  was  relaid  for  a  distance  of  225  lineal  yards. 

A  section  of  the  old  sewer  in  Upper  West  Street  for  a  length 
of  some  60  yards  was  relaid. 

(ill)  Sewage  Disposal  Works  ,  Earlswood:  - 

An  improvement  to  allow  for  the  re-circulation  of  the  storm 
tank  effluent  was  carried  out  by  the  construction  of  an  underground 
pumping  chamber. 

(IV)  Sewage  Disposal  Works ,  Her st ham:  - 

Apart  from  the  installation  of  the  pumping  machinery,  the 
construction  of  the  new  Disposal  Works,  Merstham,  was  completed  by  the 
end  of  1953  and  the  plant  was  put  into  operation  by  using  temporary 
pumping  arrangements. 

Closet  accommodation 

Two  cottages  with  pail  closets  were  converted  to  the  water-carriage 
system,  in  one  case  by  drainage  to  a  cesspool  and  in  the  other  to  a 
septic-tank  filter-bed  system 
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Rivers  and  Streams 

The  streams  and  surface  water  courses 
inspected,  and  all  necessary  action  is  t 
obstruction  and  pollution. 


in  the  area  are  regularly 
:en  to  render  them  free  from 


Public  Cleansirip- 

parts  of  tS^Bor^h!10n3,[orehSe^uSt  oonectiS^e  ^dHflrSe^use 
is  aS;sX“"^raie  ”atter-  Tdth  “>  Sal^e  value 

_  +•  ^he  conditions  of  storage  of  house  and  trade  refuse  are  generally 

taclLlo Slo^apiSteT^eSe6?  *  *“  °f  —p- 

tins  for  the 

fes“o“ivr  Te  ','ithdram  ^  thoro^hi^ 

seven  to  ten  days.  These  measures  had  the  desired  result. 

m  ^ajgement s  have  been  made  for  the  salvage  of  waste  paper  scran 

f ood^" collected ? in  the  ^  f°p  ^  ?rocessin€  for  animal  feeding’of  waste 

corough  and  in  neighbouring  Sanitary  Districts. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

A  classified  statement  of  the  number  of  premises  vi^itpri  +v,0  . 

= — ' tss-^^srs  a  r|« 

Shops 

-do  n«essLTP°SeS  °f  th°  Sh°PS  AOt’  1950’  °°nt“Ue  t0 


Camping  Sites 

uiaer^eotion^^u^rTt^df0,8"0?3  and  thirteen  renewals)  -were  granted 
rSoect  4  4  i’  Sub'5eotlon  W  (H)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  in 

houS^  accommodationTaVanS  V  fam±lieS  WCTe  P™Per 

„„  d6 ?I-i™te^-o',med  sites  referred  to  in  the  Annual  Report  for 

o^avSs  Theie  4t  P53  ’  "P11  “oommodation  for  a  total  of  128 

rSSSSbk  -Sf  ?  Wep  p;rGouently  inspected  ana  wero  found  to  he 

easonably  ,/ell  managea  and  maintained. 

.  addition  to  above,  the  site  developed  by  the  Borough  Council  on 

nrt  A^rSsf  l£US  V'T3  ^ hR°ad ’  Ecailill>  opon^t  fo^on 

each  sex  '  Si  ,  /  ^iution  and  sanitary  block  has  been  provided  for 
v.  ’  '  induces  watercloset  accommodation,  lavatory  basins  shower 

haths,  laundry  sinks,  a  slop  closet  for  the  disposal  of  liquidates 

ti:„°™dSd  ^leui  hot  ^  3ite 

ft°  a  ™axaraum  of  40  caravans,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  this  renod 

oases  that  ^  leaV±nS  &  ^  pl°ts  avallable  special 

Smoke  Abatement; 

a  laundry6  Tfond”1'  80mplaints  of  ™isance  from  smoke.  These  concerned 
fo  d  iacto;ry  5  a  sma11  f°undry  attached  to  a  light  engineering 
premises*^  th«  ^®^P°ra^i°n  prtlic  baths  at  Reigate.  At  th^lastkamed 

the  other  il  °1  5  usance  could  not  be  established  and,  at 

cr  three,  abat ament  followed  action  taken  on  the  advice  of  the 

ani  ^  aspect  or  math  regard  to  improvement  in  the  methods  of  stoking. 
Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

^wo  swimming  baths  in  the  area  are  open  to  the  public  Both  are 
covered  baths  owned  and  controlled  by  the  Coloration,  and  are  equi^d 
Q  th  the  necessary  plant  for  continuous  filtration  and  chlorination 

hSht  1“  thfbrthl”  t0th  baths  T,ere  sutoitted  to’  analysis  at  the’ 
a.  +  f . t  ?  bathlne  season  and  we re  reported  to  reach  a  very  satis 
factory  standard  of  chemical  and.  bacterial  purity. 

The. privately-owned  open-air  pool  in  Bancroft  Road  Reigate  wa<*  nn+ 
yea1'  0113  exam“ati°"  °f  th.  water  was  not,  therefo^ 
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Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 


The  disinfestation  of  verminous  premises  was  carried  out  by  the 
Disinfecting  Officer,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector.  Particulars  of  Council  and  other  houses  found  to  be  infested 
and  dealt  with  during  the  year  are  set  out  in  a  later  section  of  this 
report . 

Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 

In  accordance  with  Section  128  of  the  above-named  Act,  the  Table  given 
below  indicates  the  work  which  has  been  carried  out  during  1953 • 

(l)  Inspections 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2,3 ,4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities. 

31 

12 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 

in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

140 

174 

2 

( iii)  Others  . 

2 

2 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

173 

188 

2 

- 

(2)  Cases  in  which  Defects  were 

found 

Number 
which  defe 

of  cases  in 
cts  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

which  pro¬ 
secutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  . . 

9 

9 

- 

3 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences 

( a.)  insuf  ficient  . ,  . . 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

(b)  unsuitable  or 
defective 

8 

7 

2 

(c)  not  separate  for  senes 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences 

(not  including  offences 

relating  to  Outwork)  . . 

2 

1 

- 

2 

- 

TOTAL 

20 

20 

— 

- 

8 

- 

(3)  Out  Work  (Sections  110  and  111) 

One  list  of  outworkers,  affecting  seven  persons,  was  received  from 
an  employer.  Ten  lists  were  received  from  other  Authorities,  affecting 
fifteen  persons,  whose  premises  were  visited.  No  action  was  necessary. 
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SECTION  III 

HOUSING 


The  statistical  particulars  relating  to  housing  in  the  area  are  set  out 
"below. 

For  the  reasons  explained  in  recent  reports,  it  has  not  been  practicable 
to  resume  the  systematic  inspection  of  houses  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  but  a  considerable  number  of  dwellings  were  visited  and  inspected 
in  connection  with  infectious  disease,  applications  to  the  Council  for  housing 
accommodation  and.  on  complaint  by  tenants.  It  has  been  possible  to  secure, 
by  im  ormal  action,  at  least  a  partial  repair  of  the  majority  of  the  houses 
found  to  be .defective ,  but  high  costs  of  labour  and  material,  together  with 
the  cumulative  effect  of  rent  control  over  a  number  of  years,  add  very 
greatly  to  the  difiiculties  of  administration  of  housing  legislation 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  during  the  year  was  197.  Eight 
were .  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not  capable  of  being  rendered 
so  fit  at  a  reasonable  expense.  Four  of  these  were  in  Grove  Road,  three  in 
Garlands  Road  and  one  in  Clarendon  Road.  All  were  dealt  with  under  Sections 
11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936:  Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of 
the  Grove  Road  properties  and  Closing  Orders  (in  accordance  with  Section  10 
of  the  Local  Government  (miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1933),  in  respect  of 
two  of  the  houses  in  Garlands  Road  and  the  one  in  Clarendon  Road;  in  the  case 
of  the  other  house  in  Garlands  Road,  the  Council  accepted  an  undertaking  by 
the  enmer  not  to  relet  the  premises  for  human  habitation. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  six  houses  which  had  been  inspected  in  1932 
were  also  dealt  with  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act ,  1936 .  These 
included  four  in  Grove  Road,  which  were  the  subject  of  Demolition  Orders, 
and  a  basement  room  in  Lesbourne  Road,  in  respect  of  which  a  Closing  Order 
was  made;  in  the  other  case,  a  house  in  Gatton  Park  Road,  the  owner  put 
forward  an  offer  of  works  he  was  prepared  to  carry  out  to  make  the  premises 
habitable,  and  the  specified  works  were  subsequently  completed  to  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  the  Council. 

Informal  notices  were  served  on  the  owners  of  189  houses  which  were  found 
not  to  be  in  all  ^respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation;  lif6  defective 
dwelling-houses  in  tnis  category  were  rendered  fit  before  the  end  of  the  year 
in  consequence  of  Informal  action. 

Formal  action  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  was  taken  in 
respect  of  seven  houses  in  one  ownership  in  Lyndale  Road,  Redhill.  The 
owner  failed  to  comply  with  notices  to  carry  out  necessary  repair,  and  the 
work  was  carried  out  by  the  Council  in  default,  at  a  cost  of  which 

was  subsequently  recovered  on  the  sale  of  the  properties  to  another  owner. 

In  five  cases  it  was  necessary  to  serve  formal  notice  under  Section  93 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  arising  frem 
various  structural  defects. 

lor  the  first  time  for  many  years  no  new  case  of  statutory  overcrowding 
was  discovered,  but  of  the  six  cases  which  remained  at  the  end  of  1952,  one 
was  relieved  during  the  year. 

_ The  Council's  Housing  Manager  has  very  kindly  supplied  the  following 
particulars  in  respect  of  the  year  under  review:  - 

1  •  Number  of  new  dwellings  completed  during  the  year:  -  I98 

2  *  Families  rehoused  from  waiting  list;  - 

In  permanent  Council  houses  83 

In  permanent  Council  flats  qq 

In  old  people 1 s  bungalows  P0 

In  prefabricated  temporary  bungalows  7 


In  requisitioned  property  82 

In  miscellaneous  property  2 


Total:-  195 

3  •  Families  transferred  from  requisitioned  property:  - 

To  permanent  Council  houses  80 

To  permanent  Council  flats  ^ 

To  old  people’s  bungalows  2 

To  prefabricated  temporary  bungalows  g 

To  miscellaneous  property  q 

To  other  requisitioned  property 

Total:- _ 28_ 


4 .  Families  transferred  from  rniscellanous  property:  - 

To  permanent  Council  houses  2 
To  requisitioned  properties  1 
To  other  miscellaneous  property  _ 1 


Total:-  4 


3 •  Families  transferred  from  hutments: - 

To  requisitioned  property  1 

6 .  Families  transferred  from  prefabricated  temporary  “bungalows:  - 

To  permanent  Council  houses  11 

To  old  people1  s  hung  alov/s  1 

To  other  prefabricated  temporary  bungalows  1 

Total:-  13 

te.  — .  m.  mu** 

7 .  Families  transferred  from  permanent  Council  dwellings: - 

To  prefabricated  temporary  bungalows  3 

To  requisitioned  property  1 


Total:- _ 4 

8 .  Families  transferred  from  one  type  of  permanent  Council 

dwelling  to  another:  -  _  _8l 


9 •  .  Tenants  of  other  local  authorities  who  have  exchanged 

accommodation  with  tenants  of  Reigate  Borough  Council: -  _ 1 


10 .  Tenants  of  private  landlords  who  have  exchanged 

accommodation  with  tenants  of  Reigate  Borough  Council: -  _ 4 


The  following  information  relating  to  housing  circumstances  in  the 
Borough,  as  disclosed  at  the  1931  Census,  is  extracted  from  the  Surrey 
volume  of  the  Census  deport  which  ha.s  now  been  published:  - 

In  April,  1931,  there  were  11,708  structurally  separate  dwellings  in 
the  Borough,  an  increase  of  48.1  per  cent  on  the  corresponding  figure  for 
1931-  The  average  number  of  occupied  rooms  per  dwelling  was  3-07,  as 
compared  with  5-84  at  the  previous  Census.  The  average  number  of  persons 
per  room  was  0.68;  1.10  per  cent  of  the  population  were  living  at  an 

occupation  density  of  more  than  two  persons  per  roam,  as  against  2.89  per 
cent  in  1931- 

The  total  number  of  households  enumerated  was  12,412,  an  increase  of 
42  per  cent  in  the  inter-Censal  period.  The  average  number  of  persons  per 
household  was  3.16  in  1931,  as  compared  with  3.63  at  the  previous  Census. 

The  percentage  of  households  sharing  a  dwelling  was  14-6,  which  is  slightly 
less  than  the  figure  for  the  County  as  a  whole;  317  households  (307  persons) , 
in  most  cases  consisting  of  one  or  two  persons,  'were  each  living  in  one  room. 


HOUSING-  STATISTICS 

1  •  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year 


(1)  .(  a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  .  197 

(b)  Humber  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1,346 

(2)  (a)  Humber  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (l)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 

under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1923 

and  1932  . .  . .  .  21 

(b)  Humber  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ..  189 

(3)  Humber  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ..  ..  8 

Humber  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . .  139 
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2 .  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal 
Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  "by  the  local  authority  or 

their  officers  .  146 

3 .  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

Ca)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  l£" of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ....  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: - 

( a)  By  owners  .  Nil 

(h)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  7 

(h)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  he 

remedied  .  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices:  - 

(a)  By  owners .  4 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  8 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ....  4 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  ’which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  .  4 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  'which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  roam  having  been 
rendered  fit  .  Nil 

4-  Housing  Act ,  1936  -  Part  IV .  Overcrowding 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  .  5 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  10 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ..  32 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  .  Nil 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  .  1 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  13 

(d)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  again  became  over¬ 
crowded  after  the  local  authority  had  taken  steps 

for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  .  Nil 
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SECTION  IV 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD 


Milk  Supply 

The  greater  part  of  the  milk  sold  by  retail  in  the  Borough  is 
pasteurised,  either  at  a  licensed  dairy  in  Croydon  or  at  a  local  dairy, 
which  is  equipped  with  a  modern  H.T.S.T.  (high  temperature  short-time) 
pasteurising  apparatus  and  is  licensed  by  the  Borough  Council.  Most 
of  the  untreated  milk  which  is  distributed  locally  is  obtained  from 
herds  which  have  passed  the  tuberculin  test .  A  small  quantity  of 
sterilised  milk  is  also  sold. 

Milk  supplies  are  sampled  frequently  on  the  lines  and  for  the 
purposes  mentioned  in  previous  reports.  The  laboratory  findings  on 
samples  examined  in  1953  are  summarised  in  Table  IV  and  show  that  the 
milk  on  sale  locally  reaches  a  very  high  standard  of  bacterial  quality 
Only  one  sample  of  pasteurised  milk  failed  to  pass  the  phosphatase  test, 
indicating  that  the  heat  treatment  had  not  been  efficient.  An  investi¬ 
gation  at  the  dairy  concerned  did  not  disclose  any  definite  reason  for 
failure;  a  possible  explanation  -was  that  milk  that  had  passed  through 
the  plant  at  the  beginning  of  the  day,  which  may  not  be  efficiently 
pasteurised  and  would  normally  be  passed  through  the  plant  a  second  time, 
had  inadvertently  been  put  in  a  churn  for  delivery  to  the  institution 
at  which  the  sample  was  taken.  As  it  happened,  however,  the  milk  in  this 
instance  had  been  derived  from  a  tuberculin-tested  herd.  The  methylene- 
blue  reduction  test  for  keeping  quality  could  not  be  applied  to  twelve 
samples  of  pasteurised  milk,  because  the  results  would  have  been 
vitiated  by  the  physical  conditions  prevailing  at  the  time  of  the 
examination.  All  the  other  samples  of  tuberculin-tested,  pasteurised 
and  sterilised  milk  satisfied  the  prescribed  tests,  and  the  thirty-six 
samples  submitted  to  biological  examination  were  reported  to  be  free 
from  living  organisms  of  tuberculosis.  Biological  testing  is  confined 
to  milk  that  will  not  be  subjected  to  heat  treatment  before  delivery  to 
the  consumer. 


TABLE  IV 

RESULTS  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK 
1.  Tests  required  by  Regulations  governing  Special  Designations 


No.  of  Samples 

Methylene  Blue 

Phosphatase 

Turbi¬ 

dity 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Test 

Void 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Tuberculin 

Tested: 

20 

20 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

(Pasteurised) 

23 

19 

4 

22 

1 

Pasteurised: 

81 

73 

- 

8 

81 

- 

- 

Sterilised: 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

2 .  Biological  Examination 


No.  of  Samples 

Tubercle  Bacilli  + 

%  Tubercle  Bacilli  + 

36 

Nil 

0.00 
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Milk  (Special  Designations)  Reflations,  1949  &  1950 


Licences;,  as  under  for  the  sale  of  designated  milk  were  granted 
to  fourteen  retailers  in  the  area: - 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Type  of  Licence 

Licences 

Premises 

Pasteurised 

Pasteuriser' s 

1 

1 

!! 

©  9 

Dealer’ s 

5 

10 

tl 

Suppl  emeu 1  ary 

4 

- 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Dealer*  s 

4 

9 

ft  II 

Suppl emen t ary 

4 

- 

Sterilised 

Dealer  ’  s 

12 

17 

If 

•  • 

Suppl ement  ary 

1 

— 

Meat  and  Other  Poods 

The  action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924, 
is  described  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  which  also 
includes  an  account  of  unsound  food  destroyed  and  particulars  of 
inspections  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared. 


Adulteration .  etc . 

No  special  action  was  necessary  Linder  Sections  29  to  31  of  the 
Pood  &  Drugs  (Milk,  Dairies  &  Artificial  Cream)  Act,  1950,  nor  under 
the  Public  Health  (Dried  Milk)  Regulations,  1923  to  1948,  and  the 
Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations,  1923  to  1948. 

All  articles  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  were  examined  for  the 
presence  of  preservatives,  in  accordance  with  the  Public  Health 
(Preservatives,  etc.  in  Pood)  Regulations,  1925  to  1940,  but  no 
infringements  were  reported. 


Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food 

Samples  for  chemical  analysis  are  sent  to  the  Council’s  Analyst, 
Mr.  D.  D.  Moir,  M.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  and  samples  of  milk  and  ice-cream 
for  biological  and  bacteriological  examination  to  the  Clinical 
Research  Association  Limited. 

Twenty-five  samples  of  ice-cream  from  thirteen  retailers  yvere 
examined  for  bacterial  quality  by  submission  to  the  methylene-blue 
reduction  test;  thirteen  of  the  samples  v/ere  taken  at  the  only  two 
premises  registered  in  the  Borough  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream. 
All  the  samples  were  reported  to  be  within  Grades  I  and  II, 
indicating  a  satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  in  manufacture  and 
storage. 
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SECTION  V 


PREVALENCE  OF  s  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Provision  of  Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation 

The  provision  of  hospital  accommodation  for  the  isolation  and  treatment 
of  cases  of  infectious  disease  is  a  function  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
Patients  from  the  Borough  are  admitted  to  the  isolation  hospitals  at 
Bletchingley  and  Westcott ,  if  the  required  accommodation  is  available; 
otherwise,  they  are  sent  to  isolation  hospitals  in  other  parts  of  the 
Hospital  Region.  Uncomplicated  cases  of  the  commoner  infections,  such  as 
measles,  mumps  and  whooping  cough,  are  not  usually  accepted,  unless 
recommended  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  grounds  that  the 
patient  cannot  be  satisfactorily  isolated  and  treated  at  home;  several 
such  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  during  the  year. 

There  was  no  complaint  of  dissatisfaction  vd.th  the  operation  of  the 
scheme,  with  the  arrangements  for  ambulance  transport  or  with  the  quality 
of  the  hospital  services  given.  There  was,  however,  occasional  delay  or 
failure  on  the  part  of  certain  isolation  hospital  authorities  to  notify 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  admission  and  discharge  of  patients 
from  his  area  and  of  the  ultimate  diagnosis  made  in  cases  admitted  to 
hospital  on  suspicion.  This  necessitates  repeated  enquiry  at  the  hospitals 
concerned  and  tends  to  impede  the  application  of  suitable  precautionary 
measures  in  relation  to  immediate  contacts.  Another  defect  with  similar 
implications  is  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  not  invariably 
furnished  wi th  copies  of  laboratory  reports  which  indicate  the  presence 
of  notifiable  infection,  as  was  the  accepted  practice  when  the  cost  of 
laboratory  investigation  in  such  cases  was  chargeable  to  the  Borough 
Council.  The  present  position  in  both  respects  is  now  satisfactory  so 
far  as  local  hospitals  and  pathological  labora.tories  are  concerned,  and 
some  improvement  has  fol laved  informal  approach  to  the  officers  responsible 
for  hospital  and  laboratory  services  elsewhere 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 


The  action  taken  on  receipt  of  a  notification  that  a  person  is  suffer¬ 
ing  from  an  infectious  disease  is  fully  described  in  previous  reports. 

The  exclusion  from  school  of  infected  persons  and  contacts  is  carried 
out  in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  joint  Memorandum 
issued  in  1927  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  Board  of  Education  and  amended 
in  August,  1942. 

Table  V  shows  the  number  of  the  various  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
(other  than  tuberculosis)  recorded  in  the  area  during  the  calendar  year, 
classified  according  to  the  age  of  the  patient,  together  with  the  numbers 
of  cases  removed  to  hospital,  and  the  total  deaths  from  each  disease. 
Comparative  statistics  are  given  in  Table  VI.  The  prevalence  of  the 
various  diseases  is  reviewed  below. 

Small -pox 

No  case  of  small-pox  was  reported  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 

A  suspectel  case  was  examined  at  the  request  of  the  medical  practitioner 
in  attendance,  but  the  provisional  diagnosis  of  small-pox  was  not  confirmed. 

Reports  were  received  from  time  to  time  of  the  arrival  in  the  Borough 
of  persons  who  had  recently  been  in  contact  with  definite  or  suspected 
cases  of  small-pox,  either  in  this  country  or  abroad,  or  had  visited 
localities  where  the  disease  was  known  to  be  prevalent .  All  were  visited 
and  kept  under  surveillance  for  the  prescribed  period  and  arrangements 
were  made  for  vaccination  or  re-vaccination,  if  this  was  considered  to  be 
advisable. 
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Scarlet  Fever 


There  were  27  notifications  of  scarlet  fever,  as  compared  with  53  in 
1952  and  an  annual  average  of  43  in  the  ten  years  1942  to  1951-  The 
infection  was  generally  mild  in  type,,  free  from  serious  complications  and 
widely  scattered  in  distribution,  except  for  a  small  outbreak  at  St.John's 
School  in  the  later  months  of  the  year.  Home  isolation  was  permitted, 
and  even  encouraged,  where  the  facilities  for  the  purpose  were  reasonably 
satisfactory,  and  all  school  children,  whether  treated  at  home  or  in 
hospital,  were  examined  before  being  allowed  to  return  to  school. 

The  prevalence  and  severity  of  scarlet  fever  have  been  declining 
fairly  steadily  over  a  long  period  of  years,  but  probably  not  to  the 
extent  that  the  fall  in  the  number  of  notifications  might  suggest.  The 

exceptional  mildness  of  the  prevailing  type  of  infection  creates  diffi¬ 
culties  in  diagnosis,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  a  considerable  number 
of  cases  escape  detection  and  notification;  this  is  confirmed  by  the  many 
instances  in  which  known  cases  can  be  traced  with  reasonable  certainty  to 
previous  and  unrecognised  cases  amongst  immediate  home  and  school  contacts. 
There  is  the  further  difficulty  that  many  cases  of  acute  tonsillitis  are 
caused  by  the  organism  of  scarlet  fever  and,  though  not  presenting  any 
other  symptoms  of  that  disease,  are  capable  of  conveying  it  to  susceptible 
individuals;  such  cases  are  not  subject  to  administrative  control.  This 
calls  in  question  the  value  of  the  present  system  of  notification  and  the 
application  of  restrictive  precautions  in  relation  to  scarlet  fever, 
however  necessary  they  may  have  been  when  the  disease  was  more  virulent  in 
type  and  when  the  therapeutic  agents  available  for  treatment  were  much 
less  efficacious  than  they  are  today. 

Whooping  Cough 

The  prevalence  of  whooping  cough  was  not  greater  than  usual.  Roughly 
one-half  of  the  total  cases  occurred  in  the  Merstham  district  during  the 
autumn,  the  remainder  being  fairly  evenly  distributed  as  regards  season 
and  locality.  Children  under  school  age  and  new  entrants  to  infants' 
departments  were  chiefly  affected,  the  former  in  most  cases  being  infected 
by  the  latter;  this  would  largely  explain  the  frequency  of  multiple  cases 
in  the  same  households.  Spread  of  infection  in  this  way  will  be  reduced 
to  same  extent  as  infant  vaccination  against  the  disease  becomes  more 
generally  accepted.  There  was  no  mortality  attributed  to  whooping  cough. 


Measles 

There  was  a  major  outbreak  of  measles  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

A  peak  of  maximum  prevalence  was  reached  in  April  and  the  outbreak  sub¬ 
sided  very  abruptly  thereafter,  not  more  than  a  dozen  cases  being  reported 
subsequently .  Notwithstanding  the  exceptionally  large  number  of  cases 
notified,  the  infection  remained  fairly  strictly  localised  to  the  Redhill 
and  Earlswood  districts,  with  marked  concentration  of  cases  in  St  .Matthew' s, 
Cromwell,  St.John's  and  Earlswood  Schools.  Twelve  cases  were  removed  to 
isolation  hospitals,  including  nine  from  general  hospitals  and  residential 
institutions  where  the  facilities  for  isolation  were  inadequate,  and  three 
recommended  for  admission  on  grounds  of  unsatisfactory  home  circumstances. 

The  only  death  .ascribed  to  measles  was  of  a  nine  months  old  infant  in 
St  .Anne's  Nursery.  The  immediate  cause  of  death  was  acute  heart  failure, 
with  congenital  mental  defect  as  a  contributory  factor. 

Pneumonia 

Cases  of  pneumonia  were  very  much  more  common  than  usual,  especially 
amongst  elderly  persons  and  in  the  months  of  January  and  February,  when 
the  lung  infection  not  infrequently  occurred  as  a  complication  of 
influenza,  which  was  almost  epidemic  at  that  time.  Fifty-two  cases  were 
notified,  as  compared  with  thirty-eight  in  1952  and  an  annual  average  of 
thirty-two  in  the  preceding  ten  years;  four  cases  were  notified  post¬ 
humously  and  are  not  included  in  the  total.  Eleven  cases  were  treated  in 

hospital  and  four  in  private  nursing  homes;  the  remainder  were  nursed  at 
home  and  were  reported  by  the  Health  Visitors  to  be  receiving  all 
necessary  attention. 

It  is  noteworthy  that,  in  spite  of  the  very  much  greater  prevalence 
of  pneumonia,  the  mortality  ascribed  to  this  cause  was  very  much  below 
the  average  for  the  Borough  and  for  other  areas.  Most  of  the  deaths 
were  of  elderly  persons,  many  of  whom  were  inmates  of  residential 
institutions . 
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Acute  Poliomyelitis 

The  number  of  notifications  of  acute  anterio-poliomyelitis  (infantile 
paralysis)  ms  very  much  above  the  average,  more  particularly  in  the  late 
summer  and  autumn  months.  Of  the  17  cases  notified,  9  were  scattered  in 
distribution  and  not  apparently  connected  with  each  other,  though  some  of 
them  were  known  to  have  been  in  contact  with  confirmed  cases  in  other 
districts.  Four  of  the  cases  in  this  group  had  paralytic  symptoms  at 
some  stage  of  their  illness;  three  of  these  recovered  with  comparatively 
little  residual  disability,  but  the  fourth  died  very  shortly  after 
admission  to  hospital.  The  other  death  from  acute  poliomyelitis  was  of  a 
Borough  resident  who  contracted  the  disease  and  died  in  hospital  whilst 
staying  temporarily  in  another  district;  for  statistical  purposes,  the 
death  is  assigned  to  the  area  of  permanent  residence.  The  death  rate  for 
poliomyelitis  was,  therefore,  0.01+  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared 
with  0.01  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  second  group  comprised  8  cases  occurring  amongst  the  resident 
pupils  and  staff  at  the  Royal  Alexandra  and  Albert  School  at  G-atton. 

These  were  all  reported  to  be  non-paralytic  in  type  and  to  have  recovered 
completely.  It  is  extremely  doubtful  if  these  were,  in  fact,  cases  of 
poliomyelitis;  ’while  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  illness  was  due  to 
some  type  of  virus  infection,  there  was  no  laboratory  confirmation  that 
the  virus  concerned  was  that  of  poliomyelitis.  It  is  possibly  not 
without  significance  that  eight  suspected  cases  admitted  to  hospital  from 
the  school  with  symptoms  very  similar  to  those  of  the  notified  cases  were 
subsequently  reported  to  be  suffering  from  non-inf ective  ailments. 

The  application  of  appropriate  measures  to  prevent  or  limit  spread, 
of  infection  "was  greatly  handicapped  by  the  delay  in  obtaining  reports 
from  the  hospitals  to  which  suspected  cases  were  admitted  and  by  the  con¬ 
flicting  na.ture  of  the  reports  ultimately  received.  It  is  fully 
appreciated  that  the  diagnosis  of  atypical  and  abortive  cases  often 
presents  very  great  difficulty  and  that  there  is  no  simple  clinical  or 
laboratory  test  for  application  to  suspected  cases.  Nevertheless,  it 
should  be  possible  for  the  hospital  authorities  to  afford  earlier  and 
more  definite  information  with  regard  to  cases  likely  to  be  a  serious 
source  of  infection  to  others. 

Acute  Encephalitis 

The  one  case  recorded  under  this  heading  was  somewhat  unusual.  The 
patient,  an  adult  male,  contracted  pneumonia  followed  by  mild  inflammation 
of  the  brain  as  a  complication  of  severe  chicken-pox.  He  was  success¬ 
fully  treated  at  home. 

Dysentery 

This  occurred  as  a  small  outbreak  affecting  seven  children  in  the 
nursery  of  St  .Anne’s  Institution.  The  illness  in  each  case  was  mild 
and.  of  short  duration,  and  responded  satisfactorily  to  medical  treatment 
and  the  usual  hygienic  precautions. 

Ophthalmia  Neona.torum 

This  disease,  ’which  is  \n  acute  infective  inflammation  of  the  eyes 
of  new-born  babies  and  was  formerly  a  common  cause  of  total  or  partial 
blindness,  is  now  comparatively  rare.  The  one  case  reported  during  the 
year  affected  a  baby  born  in  the  Redhill  County  Hospital,  where  it 
remained  under  treatment  and  recovered  without  permanent  damage  to  the 
eyes  or  impairment  of  vision. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Fifteen  'women  were  reported  to  have  rise  of  temperature  following 
child-birth.  All  had  been  confined  in  maternity  institutions  in  the 
Borough,  where  they  remained,  under  treatment.  The  total  number  of 
cases  is  not  unusually  high . 
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Food  Poisoning 


There  were  two  reported  instances  of  acute  illness  believed  to  he 
attributable  to  the  consumption  of  infected  food. 

In  one  case  suspicion  fell  on  patties  made  from  canned  chicken,  but  as 
some  fifty  other  persons  had  eaten  patties  from  the  same  batch  without  ill- 
effect,  it  is  most  improbable  that  the  infection  was  derived  from  that 
source.  The  case,  very  unfortunately,  wa.s  not  reported  until  ten  days 
after  its  occurrence,  and  remnants  of  the  suspected  food  were  consequently 
not  obtainable  for  laboratory  examination. 

The  second  case  was  probably  attributable  to  the  consunrotion  of  roast 
pork  at  a  Porks '  Canteen  in  another  area.  It  was  reported  that  most  of 
the  other  persons  who  had  partaken  of  the  same  meal  were  similarly  affected, 
and  the  circumstances  'were  accordingly  investigated  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  the  area  concerned. 

Erysipelas 

Six  cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified.  All  recovered  satisfactorily. 
Tuberculosis 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  which  came  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  are  set  out  in  Table  VII, 
together  with  an  analysis  of  the  deaths  in  the  area  from  this  disease 
during  the  same  period. 

The  numbers  of  new  cases  of  respiratory  and  non-re spir at ory  tubercu¬ 
losis  are  very  much  below  the  average  for  the  Borough.  The  decline  in 
prevalence  under  both  headings  was  more  marked  in  the  case  of  males,  more 
particularly  those  in  the  younger  age  groups.  It  is  noteworthy  and  of 
favourable  significance  that  none  of  the  new  cases  became  known  through 
post-humous  notification,  nor  from  the  Registrar’s  Returns  of  Deaths. 

There  were  also  reports  of  a  total  of  103  previously  known  cases  of 
tuberculosis  (48  respiratory  and  53  non-re spir at ory)  who  had  recently  taken 
up  residence  in  the  Borough.  These  included  83  nevr  residents  of  the  London 
County  Council’s  Housing  Estate  at  Merstham  The  majority  of  these  are 
under  the  regular  supervision  of  the  Chest  Physician  for  the  area. 

One  of  the  notifications  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  related  to  a 
teacher  in  a  private  school.  The  disease  had  undoubtedly  been  active  for 
some  time  before  it  was  recognised,  and  the  pupils  and  staff  at  the  school 
had  accordingly  been  exposed  to  infection  in  the  meantime.  The  circum¬ 
stances  were  explained  in  a.  confidential  letter  to  the  parents,  who  were 
asked  to  consent  to  their  children  being  skin-tested  and,  if  necessary, 
examined  by  X-ray,  to  ascertain  if  they  had  became  infected.  The  response 
by  the  parents  was  exceptionally  good;  out  of  a  total  of  114,  only  one 
declined  to  accept  the  services  offered,  on  the  grounds  that  the  child 
concerned  was  already  under  investigation  by  a  private  doctor  Of  the 
113  children  skin-tested,  14  gave  a  positive  reaction  and  were  submitted 
to  X-ray  examination  which,  fortunately,  disclosed  no  evidence  of  lung 
infection.  One  of  the  nine  teachers  employed  in  the  school  refused  to 
be  examined;  the  remainder  gave  negative  results  on  X-ray  examination. 

Similar  action  was  taken  at  a  residential  Children's  Home,  where  a 
member  of  the  domestic  staff  was  found  to  be  tuberculous.  Twelve 
children  and  four  members  of  the  staff  who  had  at  some  time  been  in 
contact  with  the  patient  were  skin-tested  and  X-rayed,  in  each  case  with 
negative  results. 

The  4  deaths  attributed  to  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  represent  a 
mortality  rate  of  0.08  per  thousand  of  the  population;  this  is  by  far 
the  lowest  rate  ever  experienced  in  the  Borough  and  falls  well  below  the 
previous  low  record  of  0.14  recorded  in  1952.  The  mortality  associated 
with  non-re  spir  at  ory  forms  of  the  disease  has  not  unf  ortunately,  shown 
any  appreciable  or  sustained  decline,  the  rate  for  1953  being  very  little 
below  the  average  for  the  preceding  ten  years. 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  387  known  cases  of  tuberculosis 
in  the  Borough,  including  329  (167  males  and  l62  females)  in  which  the 
lungs  were  affected,  and  58  (29  males  and  29  females)  with  tuberculosis 
of  other  organs  In  many  of  these  the  disease  is  quiescent  or  arrested, 
"but  all  are  regularly  visited  and  supervised  by  the  staff  of  the  Chest 
Clinic,  The  total  number  represents  an  increase  of  90  on  the  corres¬ 
ponding  figure  for  1952,  which  is  largely  accounted  for  by  the  previously 
known  cases  transferred  to  the  London  County  Council's  Housing  Estate. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade)  nor  under  Section 
172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating  to  the  compulsory  removal 
to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis) . 

The  voluntary  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee,  which  works  in  close 
association  with  local  Chest  Clinics  and  Sanatoria,  continued  its 
activities  on  behalf  of  tuberculous  persons  and  their  dependants. 

The  assistance  granted  during  the  3^ ear  included  the  supply  of  extra 
nourishment,  fuel,  bedding,  clothing,  sick-room  requisites,  etc.,  and 
the  payment  of  fares,  pocket  money  and  other  incidental  e:qpenses  which 
could  not  he  met  from  official  sources. 


Has  s -Radiography 

A  Mass -Radiography  Survey  was  conducted  at  the  Coleman  Institute, 
London  Road,  Redhill,  from  26th  August  to  3rd  September,  1953-  Special 
sessions  were  arranged  for  organised  groups  from  senior  schools,  local 
industrial  under t ale ings,  youth  organisations,  members  of  the  Council's 
staff,  etc.,  in  addition  to  the  sessions  for  the  general  public.  The 
numbers  attending  for  examination  were  much  lower  than  in  previous 
Surveys,  probably  because  the  Mass -Radiography  Unit  could  onljr  visit 
the  Borough  during  the  holiday  period  and  there  was,  in  consequence, 
difficulty  in  arranging  for  the  attendance  of  senior  school  children. 

It  has  since  been  decided,  however,  that  routine  X-ray  examination  of 
persons  in  this  group  is  of  very  limited  value  in  the  discovery  of 
lung  infection  and  that  their  attendance  in  future  should  not  be 
encouraged. 

The  findings  of  the  Survey  are  briefly  summarised  as  follows: - 


Hale  Female  Total 


Number  of  persons  examined 

1172 

1434 

2606 

Respiratory  tuberculosis  -  active 

1 

1 

2 

Respiratory  tuberculosis  -  inactive 

29 

32 

6l 

Non- tuberculous  abnormalities  .. 

25 

22 

47 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  active  tuberculosis  discovered  in 
course  of  the  Survey  is  equivalent  to  a  case  rate  of  Q.76  per  thousand 
persons  examined.  This  is  somewhat  greater  than  the  annual  incidence 
as  calculated  on  the  number  of  notifications,  but  does  not  exceed  the 
average  reported  in  similar  Surveys  in  other  areas.  It  should  also 
be  noted  that  persons  presenting  themselves  for  examination  at  the 
Mass-Radiography  Unit  form  a  more  or  less  selected  group,  and  are  not 
truly  representative  of  the  population  as  a  whole. 


-26- 


h-i 

H 

f> 


EH 


'27 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation 


Vaccination  against  Small-pox 

Vaccination  against  small-pox  is  not  at  present  undertaken  at  the 
County  Council*  s  Clinics  in  the  Borough.  Particulars  of  notifications 
of  vaccinations  performed  h y  private  medical  practitioners  during  the 
year  are  as  f ollows: - 


Primary  Vaccination 
Re-vaccination 


0-1  1-5  5-15  Over  15 
year  years  years  years 


Total 


317  37  21 

Nil  4  1 6 


37  412 

120  140 


There  was  a  welcome  and  substantial  increase  in  the  number  of  primary 
vaccinations  and  re-vaccinations,  which  is  the  more  noteworthy  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  there  was  no  reported  outbreak  of  small-pox  in  neighbouring 
areas,  which  would  tend  to  stimulate  the  demand  for  protection  against  the 
disease.  It  is  estimated  that  rather  more  than  46.0  per  cent  of  the 
infants  born  in  1953  were  successfully  vaccinated  against  small-pox;  in 
the  years  immediately  following  the  introduction  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  under  which  infant  vaccination  was  placed  on  a  voluntary  basis, 
the  proportion  rarely  rose  above  30.0  per  cent,  which  was  much  too  low  to 
offer  an  effective  barrier  against  spread  of  infection  in  the  event  of 
virulent  small -pox  being  introduced  into  the  area. 

A  considerable  number  of  the  re-vaccinations  were  of  persons  who  were 
required  to  produce  certificates  of  recent  vaccination  to  enable  them  to 
travel  abroad.  Such  certificates  must  be  authenticated  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  in  which  the  person  normally  resides. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

The  numbers  of  children  who  completed  a  full  course  of  immunisation 


during  the  year  are 

as  follows: 

- 

Under  1 

1-2 

2-5 

5-15 

year 

years 

years 

years 

Total 

287 

’  215 

50 

25 

577 

In  addition,  reinforcing  doses  of  diphtneria  prophylactic  were  given 
to  444  persons,  mostly  school  entrants,  who  had  completed  a  course  of 
immunisation  three  or  four  years  previously 

It  is  estimated  tha.t  roughly  60.0  per  cent  of  children  under  the  age 
of  five  years  and  85*0  per  cent  of  those  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
fifteen  years  have  been  artificially  immunised  aga.inst  diphtheria,  either 
by  private  medical  practitioners  or  at  the  County  Council’s  Clinics.  It 
is  not  usual  to  immunise  infants  under  the  age  of  eight  or  nine  months, 
so  that  the  number  immunised  in  the  0-5  years  age  group  represents  much 
more  than  60.0  per  cent  of  those  eligible  for  treatment. 

Vaccination  against  Mho oping  Cough 

Towards  the  end  of  1952,  the  County  Council’s  Scheme  for  vaccination 
and  immunisation  was  extended  to  include  protective  inoculation  against 
whooping  cough,  either  alone  or  in  combination  with  diphtheria  prophylaxis. 
This  is  available  through  general,  medical  practitioners,  at  fixed  immunisa¬ 
tion  clinics  and  at  infant  'welfare  sessions  at  which  diphtheria  immunisation 
is  at  present  undertaken,  and  is  directed  mainly  to  infants  under  the  age 
of  twelve  months. 


The  numbers  of  children  in  different  age  groups  who  completed  a 
course  of  treatment  during  the  year  are  set  out  below  and  are  much  greater 
than  was  expected,  having  regard  to  the  agreed  policy  that  special  or 
organised  measures  should  not  be  taken  a.t  this  stage  to  press  the  general 
acceptance  of  immunisation  against  whooping  cough.  The  numbers  so  far 
immunised,  however,  are  much  too  small  to  have  any  appreciable  influence 
on  the  epidemiology  of  the  disease. 


Immunised 


Under  1 
year 

1-2 

years 

2-3 

years 

3-4 

years 

4  -  5 

years 

5-15 

years 

Total 

246 

194 

32 

21 

6 

6 

505 

1 

3 

6 

21 

31 

Reinforcing 

Doses 
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Measles  Prophylaxis 

Immune  serum  is  available  through  the  Public  Health  Department  for  the 
total  or  partial  immunisation  of  susceptible  measles  contacts.  No  request 
for  serum  was  received  during  the  year. 

B.C.G-.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis 

The  County  Council  has  made  arrangements  for  the  protective  inoculation, 
by  B.C.G.  vaccine,  of  selected  children  from  households  in  which  there  is  an 
infectious  case  of  tuberculosis  This  work  is  undertaken  mainly  by  the  Chest 
Physicians,  with  occasional  assistance  from  the  Divisional  Medical  Staff. 

The  advisability  of  offering  such  protection  to  all  school  children 
between  the  age  of  thirteen  and  fourteen  years  is  at  present  under  considera¬ 
tion  by  the  County  Council. 

Protection  against  other  Diseases 

Prophylactic  inoculation  against  other  infectious  diseases,  such  as 
enteric  fever,  cholera,  yellow  lever,  etc. ,  is  necessary  in  the  case  of 
persons  proposing  to  visit  foreign  countries  where  these  diseases  are  endemic, 
and  is  usually  undertaken  at  specified  centres.  The  International  Certifi¬ 
cate  required  in  such  cases  must  be  authenticated  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  district  in  which  the  person  resides. 

N on-no t if ic.ble  Infectious  Diseases 

Information  relating  to  the  prevalence  of  non-notlf iable  infectious 
and  contagious  diseases  is  necessarily  incomplete,  and  is  obtained  mainly 
from  reports  of  school  absentees  and  from  the  Registrar' s  weekly  returns  of 
deaths.  Cases  also  come  to  notice  through  enquiries  by  employers  with 
regard  to  quarantine  periods,  requests  for  disinfection,  casual  communica¬ 
tions  by  private  medical  practitioners  and  applications  for  domestic 
assistance  under  the  Home  Help  Scheme.  The  occurrence  of  cases  at  the 
Day  Nursery  and  in  residential  children's  homes  is  also  reported. 

The  information  obtained  from  all  these  sources  would  indi.co.te  that 
there  was  widespread  prevalence  of  influenza  in  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
particularly  in  the  month -of  February.  Incidence  and  associated  mortality 
were  highest  amongst  the  aged  and  infirm,  more  than  one-half  of  the  total 
deaths  being  of  inmates  of1  residential  institutions  for  old  people. 

Other  non-notif iable  5:  -Sections  were  not  unusually  prevalent  and 
included  136  cases  of  ch.ici.en- per:,  30  of  mumps,  10  of  infective  tonsillitis 
and  1  of  gastro-enteritis;  owl.;,'  five  of  these  "were  so  severe  as  to  require 
treatment  in  hospital. 

Disinfection 

There  are  facilities  at  the  Disinfecting  Station  for  the  sterilisation 
of  articles  that  have  been  exp  wed  to  infection  and  for  the  cleansing  of 
verminous  persons  and  their  belongings.  Provision  has  been  mode  for  the 
treatment  by  formalin  vapour  of  books  and  other  articles  which  are  unsuit¬ 
able  for  disinfection  by  super -heated  steam.  The  work  undertaken  at  the 

\j  a. 

Disinfecting  Station  during  the  year  is  summarised  in  a  later  section  of 

this  report. 

Unclear]  r’.nes  s 

Pediculosis 

The  incidence  of  infestation  by  lice  remains  unusually  low.  Not  a 
single  instance  of  verminous  infestation  of  person  or  clothing  was 
encountered,  and  not  very  many  of  pediculosis  of  the  scalp.  The  latter 
’was  confined  to  school  children,  of  whom  76  were  found  to  be  so  affected 
in  varying  degree  when  examined  by  the  Health  Visitors.  This  is  equivalent 
to  an  incidence  rate  of  1.3  per  cent  of  the  local  school  population  and  is 
one  of  the  lowest  yet  observed.  None  of  the  cases  was  of  such  degree  as 
to  require  compulsory  cleansing  under  the  arrangements  made  for  that  purpose, 
and  only  23  were  so  infested  that  they  were  excluded  from  school  until 
satisfactorily  cleansed.  One  verminous  adult  from  a  neighbouring  area 
Was  cleansed  at  the  Corporation’s  Disinfecting  Station,  at  the  request  of 
the  Local  Authority  concerned. 

Scgbies 

Eight  cases  of  scabies  -  3  children  and  3  adults  -  were  reported. 

All  were  successfully  treated  at  the  County  Council's  Clinics  and  arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  for  the  steam  disinfection  of  bedding  and  personal  linen, 
where  this  was  considered  to  be  advisable. 
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BOROUGH  OP  REIGATE 


ANI-UAL  REPORT  OP  THE 
CHIEF  SANITARY  IUSPBCTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1953 

Public  Health  Department , 
Caberf eigh, 

Hatchlands  Road, 

Redhill . 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  submit  herewith  my  twentieth  Annual  Report  'which  relates  to  the  work 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  1953* 

The  duties  required  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Inspectors  are  those  set 
out  in  the  Sanitary  Officers’  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935 ,  with  the 
exception  of  those  relating  to  the  supervision  of  scavenging,  and,  as  there 
is  no  canal  in  the  Borough,  those  under  the  Canal  Boats  Acts.  In  addition, 
the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  is  required,  in  co-operation  with  the  Housing 
Manager,  to  advise  the  Housing  Sub-Committee ,  which  is  responsible  for  the 
duty  of  selecting  tenants  for  vacant  housing  accommodation,  on  the  housing 
need  of  applicants  for  Council  houses.  He  is  also  inquired  to  report  from 
time  to  time  to  the  Town  Planning  Committee  on  the  management  of  the 
Corporation's  residential  caravan  site,  which  was  opened,  for  about  35  to 
40  caravans  on  the  31st  August,  1953;  this  work  involves  the  interviewing 
of  applicants,  where  necessary,  the  allocation  of  plots,  the  day-to-day 
problems  which  inevitably  arise  with  such  a  project  and,  with  the  assistance 
of  a  residential  caretaker,  the  general  care  and  maintenance  of  the  site. 

The  report  is  set  out  under  headings  which  follow  the  same  lines  as  in 
previous  years,  with  one  addition,  that  relating  to  a  survey  of  hairdressers' 
and  barbers'  premises.  It  will  be  realised  that  the  work  involved  in  such 
a  survey  occupied  a  considerable  part  of  the  time  of  the  Inspectors  concerned, 
and  that  this  could  only  be  done  at  the  expense  of  other  duties.  There  was, 
therefore,  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  inspections  and  visits  which  could 
be  made  to  food  premises  as  compared  with  those  in  the  previous  year,  i.e. 

292  as  compared  with  482  in  1952.  Other  work,  however,  was  well  maintained. 

Whilst  it  was  still  difficult  to  implement  the  repairs  section  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1956,  in  view  of  rent  restrictions,  there  was  a  definite 
increase  in  the  amount  of  what  is  known  in  the  Department  as  "voluntary" 
work,  i.e.  repair  work  authorised  by  property  owners  and  noticed  to  the 
Department  by  their  builders,  who  seek  consultation  on,  or  approval  of 
the  details  of  the  work  they  intend  to  do;  for  example,  the  remedying 
of  serious  dampness,  the  provision  and  installation  of  baths  and  sanitary 
fittings,  and  the  reconstruction  or  repair  of  drainage  systems. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  my 
colleagues  for  their  unfailing  loyalty  and  assistance,  and  my  gratitude 
to  Dr.  Bingham,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  not  only  for  his  considera¬ 
tion,  but  for  his  helpful  advice  which  is  so  readily  given,. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  JAMES 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
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Infectious  Disease,  Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

During  the  year  145  visits  of  enquiry  were  made  in  connection  with 
infectious  disease.  Eleven  library  books  were  disinfected  by  formalin 
vapour  and  returned  to  the  libraries  from  which  they  had  been  borrowed. 

The  Table  on  page  52  shows  in  detail  the  work  carried  out  at  the 
Council’s  Steam  Disinfecting  Station  at  the  Refuse  Disposal  Works ,  which 
includes  the  disinfection  of  bedding,  etc.,  on  behalf  of  the  Dorking  & 
Horley  and  the  Godstone  Rural  District  Councils,  and  the  weekly  disin¬ 
fection  of  blankets  used  during  the  summer  and  autumn  at  the  Volunteer 
Agricultural  Camp  at  Woodhatch,  Reigate,  organised  by  the  Surrey  Agricul¬ 
tural  Executive  Committee. 

During  the  year  12  houses,  6  of  which  were  owned  by  the  Corporation, 
were  disinfested  owing  to  the  presence  of  bed-bugs;  this  compares  with 
5  houses  similarly  treated  during  each  of  the  previous  four  years.  Of 
the  12  houses  found  to  be  infested,  only  one  had  came  to  notice  before 
(in  194-6);  seven  were  found  by  inspection,  in  three  cases  the  occupiers 
came  to  the  Department  and  asked  for  advice  and  assistance,  and  in  two 
cases  the  owners  of  the  properties  made  similar  requests  on  obtaining 
vacant  possession  and  suspecting  the  presence  of  vermin. 

Eight  premises  infested  by  cockroaches  were  treated  with  a  suitable 
insecticide,  generally  with  successful  results,  but  this  type  of  infesta¬ 
tion  is  difficult  to  deal  with  and  follow-up  measures  are  nearly  always 
necessary.  This  is  so  particularly  in  the  case  of  such  premises  as  the 
St.Annes  Institution,  Redhill,  the  St .Nicholas  Special  Boarding  School, 
Redhill,  and  the  Redhill  County  Hospital,  where  regular  routine  inspections 
are  made,  under  contract  terms  with  the  Surrey  County  Council  and  the 
Redhill  Group  Hospital  Management  Committee,  for  the  purpose  of  controlling 
the  number  of  these  insects  which  from  time  to  time  infest  mainly  the 
kitchens  and  storerooms.  School  canteen- kitchens  were  sprayed  during  the 
fly-breeding  season  with  a  liquid  D.D.T.  insecticide,  at  the  request  of 
the  Education  Authority,  to  prevent  the  contamination  of  food  by  flies. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1955 

Renewal  licences  were  granted  to  12  slaughtermen. 

No  infringement  of  the  Act  was  noted  during  1953. 

Inspection  of  Heat  and  Other  Foods 

( a)  Meat 

The  slaughterhouse  in  West  Road,  Reigate,  controlled  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food,  continued  to  be  used  for  the  routine  weekly  slaughter  of  calves, 
sheep  and  pigs  and  the  emergency  slaughter  of  other  food  animals. 

Inspection  of  the  dressed  carcases  and  organs  is  made  as  a  matter  of 
routine  on  several  evenings  during  the  week,  and  often  during  the  week-end. 
The  revised  Memo. 5/Meat  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  was  given  effect  from  1st  February,  1953.  This  deals  mainly  with 
methods  and  criteria  of  meat  inspection,  and  is  issued  for  the  guidance 
of  officers  carrying  out  this  work;  it  also  gives  advice  to  occupiers 
and  managers  of  slaughterhouses  '.with  regard  to  the  reception  of  "casualty" 
animals,  and  to  the  measures  to  be  taken  to  maintain  a  satisfactory 
standard  of  hygiene. 

The  use  to  which  this  small  slaughterhouse  is  put  by  the  Ministry  of 
Food  continued  to  be  greatly  in  excess  of  that  for  which  it  was  originally 
licensed.  The  staffing  arrangements  made  by  the  Ministry's  contractor 
were  better  than  in  former  years  and  a  higher  standard  of  hygiene  was 
thereby  maintained.  This  was  reflected  in  the  absence  of  complaints 
from  neighbouring  residents,  who  in  previous  years  had  protested  at 
having  these  slaughtering  operations  carried  out  in  such  close  proximity. 
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DETAIL  OF  Y7QRK  CARRIED  OUT  AT  CORPORATION  STEAM 
DISINFECTING  STATION,  1933 
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The  Ministry  of  Food  decided  in  July,  1953,  to  adopt  throughout 
the  country  an  entirely  new  procedure  for  the  disposal  of  condemned 
meat.  In  the  past  this  material  had  been  collected  by  Ministry  agents, 
taken  to  processing  works  of  various  kinds,  and  used  for  the  manufacture 
of  such  products  as  soap,  glue  and  fertilisers.  The  new  practice  was 
to  sell  it  by  public  auction  to  the  highest  bidder.  Locally,  the  meat 
and  other  inedible  material  was  purchased  by  the  occupier  of  the 
licensed  Knacker’s  Yard  at  Y/hitebushes ,  so  that  it  was  possible  to 
exercise  some  supervision  of  its  ultimate  disposal.  As  the  action  of 
the  Ministry  was  likely  to  add  considerably  to  a  practice  which  was 
already  undesirable  ~  the  sale  of  unsterilised  knacker  meat  -  it  was 
asked  to  discontinue  the  sale  of  condemned  meat  by  public  auction  and 
to  revert  to  its  former  procedure.  The  representations  made  to  the 
Ministry  by  this  and  many  other  Authorities  led  to  an  amendment,  and 
consequent  improvement,  in  the  conditions  of  sale  of  this  material, 
under  which  the  buyer  was  required  to  sterilise  the  meat  before  again 
selling  it.  It  is  submitted,  however,  that  a  legal  requirement  that 
all  knacker-meat  and  similar  material  should  be  sterilised  before  sale 
to  the  public,  is  long  overdue. 

In  addition  to  the  premises  mentioned  above,  there  are  two  other 
licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough,  but  these  were  not  used  during 
1953. 


The  Knacker's  Yard  at  Three  Arch  Road,  Whitebushes,  was  again 
licensed  and  has  been  in  regular  use.  The  premises  adjoin  a  housing 
estate  and  the  Council’s  newly  developed  caravan  site;  for  this  reason 
more  frequent  inspections  than  would  normally  be  made  are  in  this  case 
necessary  to  ensure  that  a  consistently  satisfactory  standard  of  hygiene 
is  maintained  by  the  occupier  and  his  employees. 

The  results  of  meat  inspection  are  given  in  the  accompanying 
Tables  on  pages  34  &  35-  It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  when  reading 
them,  that  all  the  cattle  and  a  small  proportion  of  the  other  animals 
are  sent  in  for  slaughter  on  account  of  illness  or  injury.  It  is  this 
factor  which  accounts  for  the  high  percentage  of  animals  found  to  be 
affected  with  seme  diseased  or  non-pathogenic  condition.  On  the  other 
hand.,  it  is  interesting  to  note  a  definite  fall  in  the  amount  of 
tuberculosis  found  in  pigs.  In  the  past  four  years  the  number  of  pigs 
found  to  be  affected  with  this  disease  has  been  about  4  per  cent  of 
those  inspected;  the  number  slaughtered  and  inspected  in  1953  was 
considerably  higher  at  1,216  as  against  862  in  1952,  but  the  percentage 
affected  with  tuberculosis  was  only  0.6  per  cent.  It  would  be 
interesting  to  compare  these  figures  with  the  results  recorded  in  other 
districts. 


The  number  of  cows  slaughtered  included  one  which  was  dealt  with 
by  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  and  which  was  sent  to  the  slaughterhouse 
■with  a  view  to  salvaging  such  parts  of  the  carcase,  etc.,  as  wore 
found  on  post-mortem  inspection  to  be  fit  for  human  consumption. 

One  calf,  found  on  inspection  to  be  affected  with  congenital 
tuberculosis,  was  referred  to  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector 
with  a  view  to  tracing  the  source  of  infection. 
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HEAT  INSPECTION 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

exclud¬ 

ing 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Bulls 
( included 
in  cattle 
column) 

NUEBER  NTT  J,  ED 

1 6 

70 

2321 

5965 

1216 

2 

NUMBER  INSPECTED 

16 

70 

2321 

59  65 

1216 

2 

ALL  DISEASES 

EXCEPT 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

3 

6 

11 

11 

72 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

10 

48 

11 

732 

633 

2 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

81.25 

77-14 

0-95 

12.46 

57.98 

100.0 

TUBERCULOSIS 

ONLY 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

-  i 

1 

i 

-  1 

5 

6 

- 

1 

-  ■ 

Carcases  of  which 
same  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

i 

i 

2 

6 

1 

— 

6 

- 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

12.50 

15 . 71 

0.30 

- 

0.57 

- 

•  The  total  weight  of  carcases  and  offals  condemned  was 
11  tons  18  cwts.  7  stone 
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MEAT  INSPECTION  -  REASONS  FOR  GONDII. NATION 
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(b)  Other  Foods 


The  inspection  of  foodstuffs  other  than  meat  takes  place  during  the 
routine  inspection  of  food  premises  and  also  at  the  request  of  traders 
when  the  condition  of  some  particular  commodity  is  thought  to  he  doubt¬ 
ful.  During  1953  the  following  foodstuffs  '/ere  found,  as  a  result  of 
these  inspections,  to  he  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  were  surrendered 
to  the  Inspectors  for  suitable  disposal  at  the  Council’s  Refuse  Disposal 
Works,  where  such  food  as  cannot  he  used  in  the  waste  food  plant  and 
subsequently  sold  lor  animal  feeding  purposes  is  destroyed  by  incineration: - 


Bacon 

2  cwts.  1  qtr.  10y  lbs. 

Cheese 

1  cwt.  2  qtrs.  25  lbs. 

Cheese,  processed 

217  packets 

Pish 

5  cwts.  1  qtr.  5  lbs. 

Plour,  Bread,  Biscuits 

1  cwt.  2  qtrs.  11  lbs. 

Hun  -  canned 

1  cwt.  3  qtrs.  9  lbs. 

Meat  and  Offal 

30  cwts.  10  lbs. 

Meat  -  canned 

11  cwts.  2  qtrs.  26  lbs. 

Sausages 

3  cwts.  3  qtrs.  15  lbs. 

Sugar  and  Preserves 

20  lbs. 

Sweets  and  Chocolate 

4  cwts.  1  qtr.  21^;  Its. 

Pickles  and  Sauces 

8  jars 

Paste,  Meat  and  Pish 

98  jars  and  tins 

Tinned  Fruit  Pulp 

27  tins 

Tinned  Beans 

41  tins 

Tinned  Carrots 

7  tins 

Tinned  Fruit 

675  tins 

Tinned  Pish 

80  tins 

Tinned  Milk 

190  tins 

Tinned  Peas 

58  tins 

Tinned  Soup 

21  tins 

Tinned  Tomato 

56  tins 

Tinned  Tomato  Concentrate 

2  tins 

Tinned  Vegetables  (Mixed) 

21  tins 

Vegetables,  dried 

1  cwt.  24  lbs. 

Miscellaneous:  - 

Tinned  food,  etc. 

33  tins 

This  work  involved  159  visits  by  the  Inspectors 


Prom  time  to  time  purchasers  of  food  complain  that  they  find  it 
contains  foreign  material,  and  submit  it  to  this  Department  for  examina¬ 
tion  and  investigation;  10  such  cases  occurred  in  1953  -  Pull  and 
complete  enquiries  were  made  into  each  one,  but  in  no  instance  were 
legal  proceedings  instituted,  as  not  only  is  it  often  difficult  to 
prove  negligence,  but  in  most  cases  the  complainant  is  unwilling  to 
give  evidence  in  Court;  in  some  cases,  too,  there  is  a  considerable 
lapse  of  time  between  finding  the  offending  material  and  making  the 
complaint.  The  cases  investigated  may  be  summarised  as  follows: - 


(a)  Bread  was  the  food  in  question  in  three  cases,  a  piece  of  glass, 
a  bandage  and  a  match-stick  being  the  foreign  material  complained 
of.  In  the  first  of  these  cases  the  complaint  could  not  be 
substantiated  as  a  fortnight  had  elapsed  between  purchase  and 
the  matter  being  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department,  nor 
could  the  offending  material  be  produced.  In  the  other  cases 
no  action  was  possible,  apart  from  a  warning  to  the  manu¬ 
facturers  concerned. 


-36- 


■ 


r, 


’ 


' 

•  : 


• 

. 

,  .  ■ 

• 

• 

. 

■ 

i’ 

■ 

■ 


' 


■ 

■  /} 


. 


■  • 


. 


'  '  <■: 


'■  ■  .  .  ’  ■ 


D  ,  '  '  '  -  . 


("b)  Meat  pies  were  affected  also  in  three  cases.  In  one,  the 
purchaser  had  mistaken  a  piece  of  burnt  fat  for  what  locked 
like  mouse  excreta;  in  another,  the  pie  was  found  to  be  slightly 
mouldy ,  and  should  have  been  withdrawn  from  sale  by  the  vendor. 

In  the^  third  case,  the  complainant  produced  a  small  piece  of  wire 
about  -p"  long,  which  he  stated  was  in  a  meat  pie  which  he  had 
eaten  for  his  lunch.  A  full  investigation  into  the  allegation 
was  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  district  in  which  the 
pie  was  made.  He  reported  that  the  premises  consisted  of  a 
large  modem  factory  where  many  thousands  of  pies  were  manufactured 
weekly  under  satisfactory  conditions  of  cleanliness  and  hygiene. 

In  view  of  the  methods  used  by  this  firm,  and  the  precautions  which 
they  took  against  contamination,  no  action  beyond  a  formal  caution 
was  taken  in  this  case. 

(c)  Two  cases  of  contaminated  milk  were  investigated;  in  one,  a  large 
quantity  of  visible  dirt  had  gained  entry  into  a  bottle  at  a  large 
modem  pasteurising  depot  where  thousands  of  bottles  wore  filled 
each  day .  Ho  reasonable  explanation  could  be  found  for  this 
contamination,  and  the  Cause  remains  a  mystery.  In  the  other 
case,  the  milk  was  found  to  contain  two  small  pieces  of  coal. 

It  had  been  pasteurised  and  bottled  at  a  dairy  in  the  London  area. 
The  purchaser  did  not  make  his  complaint  until  43  hours  after 
emptying  the  milk  out  of  the  bottle,  and  he  did  not  wish  to 
participate  in  legal  proceedings. 

(d)  The  two  other  cases  concerned  the  alleged  decomposition  of  the 
contents  of  a  tin  of  baked  beans,  and  the  presence  of  small  pieces 
of  metal  pellets  in  sausages.  These  were  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  vendors,  but  no  action  could  be  taken  as  here  again  there 
was  undue  delay  in  making  the  complaint  and  unwillingness  to  prove 
the  purchases. 


Orders  made  before  the  war  under  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926, 
again  came  into  force  in  1951.  The  Orders  relate  to  the  following 
imported  foodstuffs: 

Fresh  apples;  currants,  sultanas  and  raisins; 
eSSs  (in  shell) ;  dried  eggs;  oat  products;  raw  tomatoes; 
bacon  and  ham;  dead  poultry;  meat;  margarine;  malt 
products;  frozen  or  chilled  salmon  and  sea  trout;  honey. 

They  provide  that  on  sale  the  goods  shall  bear  an  indication  of  the 
country  oi  origin.  The  object  of  the  Orders  is  to  give  the  purchasing 
public  the  opportunity  of  choosing  whether  they  will  buy  goods  of  Home, 
Empire  or  Foreign  origin.  The  food  traders  concerned  have  been  found  to 
comply  with  these  Orders  in  a  reasonably  satisfactory  manner.  The  few 
minor  infringements  noted  have  related  to  the  marking  of  imported  apples 
and  tomatoes,  but  verbal  requests  by  the  Inspectors  for  compliance  with 
the  Orders  ha.vc  secured  correct  marking. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  -  Sections  13  &  14 

The  Register  of  food  premises  now  includes  the  following: - 

Grocers  etc . 

✓  -  »  »  •  •  ••  •  •  •  • 

Butchers,  etc . .  . 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers  . 

Fishmongers  and  Fish-fryers  . 

Confectioners  (including  17  bakehouses)  . 

Catering  Establishments  (including  69  Public  Houses) 

Food  Manufactories  . 

Two  hundred  and  ninety-two  visits  of  inspection  wore  made  to  food 
premises,  particular  attention  being  given  to  those  which  are  registered 
under  Section  14 ,  and  which  are  shown  in  detail  below  as  being  on  the 
Register  at  the  end  of  1953:- 


90 

36 

35 

23 

90 

118 

8 
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Cb) 


(c) 


Manufacture  and  sale  of  preserved  food,  etc.: 


Type  of  Premises  No. 

Butchers,  etc.  , .  . .  ..  ..  30 

Fish-fryers  . .  .  n 

Baker  (manufacture  of  meat  pies)  1 

Fruiterer  (manufacture  of  jam  and 

marmalade)  1 

TOTAL  43 


Manufacture  and  storage  of  ice-cream: 

Ice-cream  factory  1 

Confectioner,  etc.  1 

TOTAL  2 


Storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream: 

Confectioners,  etc.  62 

Grocers,  etc,  26 

Fruiterers,  etc.  3 

Fishmongers,  etc.  4 

Newsagents,  etc.  2 

Butcher  q 

TOTAL  100 


No .  of 
Inspections 

hbr 

33 

2 

4 

83 


51 

36 

5 

20 

2 

3 
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Inspection  shows  that  the  occupiers  of  registered  premises  in  general 
maintain  a  satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness,  both  of  premises  and  equip¬ 
ment,  and  an  the  methods  adopted  for  the  storage  and  handling  of  food  whilst 
on  the .premises.  In  the  case  of  ice-cream  practically  the  whole  of  this 
commodity  is  now  packed  in  waxed  paper  or  cartons  on  registered  premises 
before  retail  sale  in  local  shops  or,  in  a  few  cases,  from  specially  adapted 
road  vehicles.  No  serious  infringement  of  Section  13  of  the  bye-laws  made 
under  Section  13  has  been  noted.  Some  of  the  improvements  which  have  been 
made  as  a  result  of  inspections  are  sham  on  page  46. 


^  In  addition  to  the  above-named  premises,  there  are  16  catering 
establishments  where  ice-cream  is  sold  for  consumption  off  the  -premises 
which  are  exempt  from  registration  under  existing  law. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act ,  I23;.  -  Sampl ing 

All  of  the  1<l6  samples  submitted  wore  purchased  by  the  Sampling  Officer 
as  a  matter  of  routine,  and,  as  will  be  seen,  covered  a  wide  range  of 
commodities.  ihe  following  is  a  summary  of  the  samples  reported  on 
unf  avour  ab  ly :  - 

(a) .  sample  of  a  well-known  make  of  cough  syrup  was  found  to  be 

deficient  in  chloroform,  the  actual  content  being  below  that  which  was 
included  in  the  formula  printed  on  the  label.  The  Analyst  stated  that 
some  loss  of _ this  ingredient  during  storage  could  be  expected,  but  in  this 
case  the  deficiency  was  greater  than  was  reasonable  or  justifiable. 
Correspondence  with  the  manufacturing  firm  resulted  in  an  alteration  of 
the  formula  and  consequent  amendment  of  the  labelling  of  this  product. 

(b)  A  sample  of  pork  sausage  taken  after  de-control  of  this  particular 
foodstuff,  and  which  in  this  case  was  labelled  on  sale  "60  per  cent"  was 
reported  on  unfavourably  by  the  Analyst,  as  it  was  his  opinion  that  pork 
sausage  of  ordinary  commercial  quality  should  contain  not  less  than  65  per 
cent  of  meat,  which  was  the  minimum  standard  during  the  latter  period  of 
control.  Correspondence  with  chc  vendor  resulted  in  the  discontinuance 
of  the  manufacture  of  pork  sausage  of  such  poor  quality. 

(c)  Samples  of  jam  and  marmalade  made  locally  by  a  wholesale  and  retail 
fruiterer  were  found  to.be  slightly  deficient  in  soluble  solids.  An 
investigation  was  made  into  the  methods  of  manufacture,  from  which  it  was 
concluded  that  the  deficiencies  arose  not  through  neglect  or  any  intention 
to  defraud,  but.  from  a  lack  of  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  maker  of  the 
technical  details  of  the  principles  of  jam-making  on  a  commercial  scale. 

After  obtaining  tecnnical  advice  and  proper  measuring  instruments,  this 
manufacturer’s  products  were  later  fount  to  be  well  up  to  standard. 
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(d)  A  sample  Oj.  sal -volatile  was  found  to  "be  deficient  in  free  ammonia 
and  ammonium  carbonate.  It  was  not  possible  to  follow  up  this  informal 
sample  by  taking  another  one  formally,  but  enquiries  proved  that 
probably  the  deficiency  arose  through  unsatisfactory  storage  conditions 
during  the  summer  months. 

(e)  A  sample  purchased  as  a  meat  pie  was  reported  on  as  consisting  of 
70  per  cent  pic-crust  and  30  per  cent  filling;  the  filling  consisted 
of  40  per  cent  meat  and  60  per  cent  potato,  cereal  and  seasoning.  It 
was  obviously  an  article  which  should  have  been  described  as  a  meat- 

and-potato  pie,  and  the  manufacturer,  a  local  baker,  amended  labels  and 
invoices  accordingly. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

The  entries  in  the  Registers  required  to  be  kept  in  accordance  with 
the  Regulations  are  summarised  as  follows :- 

Distributors: 

(a)  With  dairies  in  the  Borough  .  3 

(b)  With  dairies  outside  the  Borough  . .  . .  3 

(c)  With  premises  in  the  Borough 

(bottled  milk  sold  in  general  shops)  . .  12 

t 

Dairies 


Of  the  20  distributors  of  milk,  12  are  shopkeepers  selling  a  small 
amount  of  bottled  pasteurised  or  sterilised  milk. 


Of  the  four  dairies,  two  were  used  only  for  the  cold  storage  and 
distribution  of  bottled  pasteurised  milk.  One  is  in  comparatively  small 
premises  where  -untreated  but  specially  designated  milk  is  received  for 
bottling  and  retail  sale;  the  fourth  is  a  large  dairy  equipped  with  a 
high,  temperature  short-time  pasteurising  apparatus  and  other  modem  dairy 
fittings.  Frequent  Inspections  of  these  dairies  have  been  made,  and 
particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  last -mentioned  dairy  where  a 
laige  proportion  of  the  milk  consumed  in  the  Borough  is  pasteurised. 

The .  fact  that  the  dairy  has  now  become  too  small  for  the  amount  of 
business  carried  on  renders  frequent  inspections  increasingly  necessary, 
but  in  spite  of  all  the  difficulties ,  the  management  is  co-operative 
and  is  making  the  necessary  arrangements  for  extensions  and  improvements 
which  will  be  carried  out  in  the  near  future.  Frequent  samples  of  the 
pasteurised  milk  are  taken  both  on  the  premises  and  on  the  round,  and 
results  are  invariably  satisfactory.  Many  thousands  of  bottles  pass 
through  the  plant  each  day,  and  during  1955  only  four  complaints  were 
received  from  consumers,  of  a  dirty  or  dirty-looking  bottle.  Bach 
complaint  was  thoroughly  investigated,  but  no  harmful  contamination 
or  evidence  of  negligence  could  be  proved  in  any  instance;  the 
management  s  attention  was  drawn  to  the  need  for  extreme  care  and 
vigilance  at  all  times,  and  no  legal  action  was  taken. 


A  detailed  report  on  the  samples  of  milk  which  were  taken  in 
1953  from  producers  ana  distributors,  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  is  given  in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SAMPLES 

TAKEN 

FOODSTUFFS 

First 

Quarter 

Second 

•Quarter 

Third. 

"uarter 

Fourth 

Quairter 

Total 

Gen  ine 

Adulter¬ 

ated 

Milk 

8 

6 

6 

10 

30 

30 

Ice-cream 

- 

3 

!  1 

- 

4 

4 

— 

Ice  Lollies 

- 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Butter 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Margarine 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Cooking  Fat 

1 

- 

““ 

1 

1 

- 

Cheese 

1 

1 

1 

Bacon 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

1 

t 

Sugar 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

i 

Synthetic  Cream 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Tea 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Custard  Powder 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Stewed  Steak 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Meat  Pies 

- 

- 

— 

3 

3 

2 

1 

Sausages,  Pork 

4 

1 

3 

10 

9 

1 

Sausages,  Beef 

1 

1 

- 

2 

4 

4 

- 

Fish  Calces 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Vinegar 

- 

- 

2 

2 

2 

- 

Liquid  Cochineal  colouring 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Juice  of  Lemons 

- 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Pineapple  Splits 

- 

1 

- 

_ 

i 

1  | 

- 

C-round  Almonds 

- 

— 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Ground  Ginger 

1 

-  I 

1 

1 

- 

Ground  White  Pepper 

-  ' 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

- 

Sultanas 

— 

— 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Currant  s 

- 

— 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Raisins,  seedless 

— 

“ 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Chocolate  Swiss  Roll 

-  L; 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Jam  and  Marmalade 

““ 

7 

_ 

7 

1 

6 

1  Lemon  curd 

- 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Sweet  confectionery 

2 

1 

1  i 

1 

5 

5 

- 

Coffee  Extract 

— 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Coffee  &  Chicory  Essence 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

2 

Vanilla  Essence 

- 

— 

- 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Lemon  flavour 

i 

— 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Jelly  Crystal 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Gelatine  (preserved) 

-  ! 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Sauces 

3 

2 

3 

8 

8 

- 

Saccharine  tablets 

Oil  of  Peppermint  B.P. 

1 

1 

1 

~ 

tablets 

1 

- 

- 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Aspirin  tablets  B.P. 

— 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Liver  salts 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Sal  volatile  B.P. 

— 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Steelman*  s  Powder 

1 

— 

— 

- 

1 

1 

— 

Glycerine  B.P. 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

2 

- 

Chest  &  Lung  Mixture 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

1 

Camphorated  Oil 

— 

1 

_ 

- 

1 

1 

— 

Soft  drinks 

— 

— 

6 

- 

6 

6 

— 

least 

— 

1 

- 

|  1 

1 

— 

Whisky 

— 

— 

1 

!  i 

1 

— 

Rum 

— 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

— 

Beer 

- 

- 

3 

- 

3 

3 

- 

total 

33 

27 

24 

42 

126 

116 

10 
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Hairdressers’  and  Barbers’  Establishments 


Towards  the  end  of  1952  an  inspection  of  a  barber' s  shop  was  made 
following  a  complaint  of  dirty  conditions.  As  a  result  of  this  inspection, 
it  was  thought  advisable  to  make  a  survey  and  inspection  of  all  such 
premises  in  the  Borough,  and  this  was  carried  out  in  the  early  part  of 
1953.  The  following  is  the  report  which  was  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Committee  in  May,  1953:- 

”  An  Inspection  of  all  hairdressing  establishments  in  the  Borough 
"has  recently  been  made.  The  reasons  for  making  these  inspections 
"were:  - 


"(a)  A  complaint  of  dirt  conditions  in  a  barber’s  shop  emphasized 
the  difficulty  of  securing  an  Improvement  either  by  formal  or 
"  informal  action,  due  to  the  absence  of  effective  legal  power 

"(b)  Lack  of  knowledge  of  general  conditions  in  these  premises 
"  locally. 

"(c).  An  approach  to  officials  of  the  local  Hairdressers'  Federation 
revealed  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  trade  to  have  a  satis¬ 
factory  code  of  practice  which  could  be  enforced;  the  policy 
of  the  Federation  would  appear  to  favour  registration  of 
premises  by  Local  Authorities.  It  was  suggested  by  employers 
that  same  of  their  employees  carry  out  a  certain  amount  of 
business  in  their  spare  time  in  private  dwelling-houses  and 
other  premises,  in  conditions  which  it  is  thought  in  many 
cases  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

„(d)  Power  is  given  to  Local  Authorities  in  Section  125  of  the 
„  Surrey  County  Council  Act,  1935,  to  make  bye-laws  for  the 
„  purpose  of  securing  the  cleanliness  of  hairdressers’  or 

„  barbers'  premises;  the  advisability  of  making  bye-laws 

„  cannot  be  judged  until  existing  conditions  are  known. 


"  The  objects,  therefore,  of  the  survey  were:- 

"(i)  To  obtain  detailed  information  under  selected  headings  of  the 
conditions  under  which  this  trade  or  craft  is  carried  on  in 
"  the  B  or ough . 

"(ii)  To  formulate  from  the  information  so  gained  a  reasonable 
"  standard  or  code  of  practice  which  local  hairdressers  could 
"  be  expected  to  achieve. 

"(iii)  To  assess  the  necessity  for  regular  routine  inspections  in 
"  the  future . 

"(iv)  To  consider  the  necessity  for  recommending  the  adoption  of 
"  the  bye-laws  referred  to  above,  or  the  making  of  representa¬ 
tions  for  increasing  the  Local  Authorities'  powers,  for 
"  example,  including  in  future  public  health  legislation  a 
"  clause  for  the  registration  of  premises  by  the  Local  Authority. 


"(v) 


11 

n 


To  obtain  more  knowledge  of  the  most  effective  methods  for 
the  cleansing  and  sterilisation  of  hairdressers'  tools  and 
equipment.  In  this  connection  useful  information  has  been 
obtained  through  the  co-operation  of  Dr  Stone,  of  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Epsom.  Dr.  Stone  was 
asked  to  assist  by  Dr.  Bingham,  who  has  expressed  the 
opinion  that  both  on  hygienic  and  medical  grounds,  it  is 
highly  desirable  that  hairdressing  work  should  be  carried 
out  under  conditions  which  will  prevent  the  spread  of  skin 
and  other  infections. 


"  Forty-five  premises  have  been  inspected  (27  Ladies’  and  18  Men's); 
"81  women  and  29  men  were  found  to  be  employed  in  these  premises. 

"  The  inspections  have  been  recorded  under  two  main  headings  - 
"the  condition  of  the  premises,  and  the  methods  employed  therein. 

"  In  order  to  make  a  reasonable  assessment  of  results  and  to 
"compare  conditions  in  the  various  premises,  an  efficiency  index 
"(a  kind  of  points  scheme)  has  been  devised,  which  has  been  found 
"in  practice  to  be  very  helpful  and  reasonably  accurate. 
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"  The  results  of  the  survey  have  been  compiled  in  considerable 
"detail,  but  they  can  be  summarised  briefly  as  follows:  - 

"(a)  Premises  -  Based  on  what  we  consider  a  reasonable  standard, 

"  an  average  efficiency  for  all  premises  was  68  per  cent,  that 
for  ladies’  being  71  per  cent  and  for  men’s  65  per  cent.  If 
"  the  figure  of  71  per  cent  is  considered  to  be  a  reasonable 
"  minimum  standard,  it  is  found  that  11  ladies'  establishments 

"  and  13  men’ s  fall  short  of  it . 

"(b)  Methods  -  Under  this  heading  we  have  taken  a  standard 
"  efficiency  of  74  per  cent  as  a  reasonable  minimum.  The 

average  for  ladies’  establishments  was  68  per  cent,  and  for 
"  men’s  63  per  cent;  19  ladies’  establishments  and  14  men’s 
"  fall  short  of  the  minimum  standard. 

’’  Ho  information  has  so  far  been  obtained  on  the  suggestion  put 
"forward  by  the  trade  that  undesirable  conditions  exist  where  part- 
"time  work  is  carried  out  by  employees  in  private  premises. 

”  Before  making  any  recommendations  I  would  like,  with  Dr.  Bingham, 
"to  meet  the  members  of  the  trade  to  discuss  the  results  of  the  survey 
"and  the  suggestions  which  can  be  made  for  improvements,  etc.  If  the 
"Committee  approve,  I  suggest  that  consideration  of  this  matter  be 
"deferred  until  after  such  a  meeting  has  taken  place  " 

The  meeting  mentioned  duly  took  place  in  July,  when  the  trade  was 
represented  by  13  members,  together  with  the  General  Secretary  of  the 
National  Hairdressers’  Federation,  who  were  informed  of  the  Council’s 
consideration  of  the  adoption  of  bye-laws  relating  to  the  business  of 
hairdresser  or  barber,  in  pursuance  of  Section  125  of  the  Surrey  County 
Council  Act,  1936.  The  question  of  formulating  a  code  of  practice  which 
it  would  be  necessary  for  members  to  carry  out  in  order  to  comply  with 
bye-laws,  was  discussed  and  left  for  a  later  meeting.  At  this  stage  the 
Council  resolved  as  follows:  - 

"that  the  Surrey  County  Council  be  asked  to  include  in  any  future 
"Bill  which  they  may  promote  a  clause  providing  for  the  registra¬ 
tion  of  Hairdressers’  premises,  and  that  a  similar  request  be 
"made  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  such 
"provisions  to  be  included  in  any  future  legislation  amending 
"the  Public  Health  Acts; 

"that  the  Association  of  Municipal  Corporations  be  informed  of 
"the  Council’s  proposals  and  requested  to  make  representations 
"to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  accordingly." 

It  was  also  decided  to  make  bye-laws  under  Section  125  of  the  Surrey 
County  Council  Act,  1936. 

At  a  later  date  a  code  of  practice  was  drawn  up  which  was  adopted 
by  all  hairdressers  and  barbers  in  the  Borough,  and  has  since  been 
approved  by  the  Council.  The  code  reads  as  follows: - 

"(l)  Premises  used  for  the  business  of  hairdresser  or  barber 
"shall  be  so  designed  and  laid  out  that  working  conditions  in 
"relation  to  such  matters  as  light  and  ventilation,  position 
"of  fittings,  etc*,  give  maximum  efficiency. 

"(2)  The  surfaces  of  all  internal  walls,  partitions  and  ceilings 
"shall  be  maintained  in  a  proper  state  of  repair  and  painted, 
"distempered  or  otherwise  suitably  treated  so  as  to  be  at  all 
"times  in  a  clean  condition. 

"(3)  Che  surface  of  the  floor  of  ever}^  room  shall  be  smooth, 

’’without  cracks  end  crevices,  so  as  to  be  easily  and  properly 
"cleansed.  It  shall  be  cleansed  at  least  once  during  every 
"day  on  which  business  is  carried  on,  and  by  washing  if  necessary. 

"All  litter,  used  materials  and  cut  hair  shall  be  removed  as  often 
"as  may  be  necessary  to  keep  the  floor  at  all  times  in  a  clean 
"condition  and  shall  be  placed  in  suitable  covered  receptacles 
"provided  for  the  purpose.  Such  receptacles  shall  be  emptied 
"as  often  as  may  be  necessary  and  at  least  once  during  every 
"day  upon  which  business  is  carried  on. 
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'*(4)  All  rooms  shall  he  efficiently  lighted;  where  practicable 
^unobstructed  natural  lighting  shall  be  maintained  to  the  extent  of 
one-tenth  of  the . floor  area.  Adequate  natural  ventilation  of  each 
room  shall  be  maintained  during  the  tine  business  is  in  progress. 

^  The  temperature  of  every  room  where  work  is  carried  out  shall  be 
maintained  at  a  reasonable  level,  and  in  wintry  conditions  at  not 
"less  than  60T1. 

"(5)  Washbasins  with  properly  trapped  waste  pipes  shall  be  to 
^British  Standard  Specification,  and  shall  at  all  times  be  maintained 
"in  a  satisf actoiy  and  clean  condition.  All  other  fittings  or 
^fixtures  shall  also  be  kept  clean.  An  adequate  supply  of  hot  and 
"Cold  water  shall  be  provided  within  the  room,  and  a  fresh  supply  of 
water  shall  be  used  for  each  customer,  whether  for  lathering  /  shaving, 
"washing  or  shampooing. 

"(6)  Every  chair  or  seat  and  every  shelf,  table,  cabinet  or  other 
"item  of  equipment  in  or  on  which  instruments,  tools  or  other  materials 
"Used  on  customers  are  kept  shall  be  maintained  in  good  and  clean 
"Condition.  Every . operator  or  assistant  shall  give  strict  attention 
"to  personal  cleanliness,  and  hands  and  finger  nails  should  be  kept 
"  scrupulously  clean.  Overalls  shall  be  worn  by  operators  and  assistant 
"they  shall  be  of  suitable  design,  of  material  readily  washed,  and  shall 
tbe  changed  frequently.  A  fresh  towel,  laundered  or  of  paper,  shall 
"be  used  for  eacn  customer.  Gowns  or  robes  "worn  by  customers  shall 
"be  frequently  laundered.  A  fresh  neck  strip  or  clean  linen  shall 
"be  inserted  between  the  gown  and  the  customer1  s  neck.  Toilet  paper 
"or  clean  linen  shall  be  freshly  used  to  cover  the  head  rest  (when 
used)  for  each  customer. 

"(7)  Every  tool. or  instrument  which  comes  in  contact  with  the  customer 
"Shall  be  sterilised  before  use  on  each  customer;  each  operator  shall 
"have  at  least  two  of  each  such  tool  or  instrument  at  his  disposal. 
"Every  shaving  mug  or  similar  utensil  shall  be  cleansed  immediately 
after  it  has  been  used. 

"(8)  Soap  in  the  fom  of  cream  or  powder  only  shall  be  used,  and  a 
.  clean  face  cloth  or  spray  shall  be  used  for  ‘washing  off.  The  use 
"Of  solid  soaps,  powder  puffs,  or  sponges  is'  strongly  deprecated. 

Powder  shall  be  applied  by  spray  or  clean  cotton  wool. 

"(9)  Every  care  shall  be  taken  to  avoid  risk  of  contagion  from  skin 
diseases,  whether  present  in  operators  and  assistants  or  in  customers. 

"K  The  1  oil  owing  procedures  are  recommended  as  being  suitable  and 
appropriate  co  e±±ect  a  sat i sf act ory  degree  of  sterilisation: - 

"(a.)  Hairbrushes  to  be  washed  at  least  once  0.  day  in  hot  soapy  water 
^or  other  suitable  detergent.  After  drying,  disinfection  in  formalin 
vapour  is  recommended  as  an  additional  safeguard. 

(*8)  Combs  to  be  ./ashed  after  use  and  placed  in  an  approved 
"disinfectant  solution. 

"(c)  Metal  instruments,  such  as  scissors  and  clippers,  to  be 
" cleansed  after  use  and  their  cutting  edges  immersed  in,  or  sprayed 
||with  an  effective  liquid  disinfectant  solution.  The  following 
'formula  is  suggested:- 

||  Chloroxylenol  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.2 5  w/v 

||  Terpineol  .  0.5  w/v 

Castor  oil  .  1.0  w/v 

Industrial  Methylated  Spirits  to  100 

Factories  Act ,  1957 

The  Table  on  page  44  shows  in  detail  the  various  trades  in  the  Borough 
that  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Act.  During  the  year  188  inspections 
were  made.  The  Register  of  factories  has  been  further  brought  up-to-date 
and  now  contains  173  entries;  in  20  cases  defects  relating  particularly 
to  sanitary  accommodation  and  general  cleanliness  were  discovered;  defects 
in  20  factories  were  remedied.  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  drew' attention 
to  defects  in  8  of  the  above  cases  which  came  within  the  sections  of  the 
Factories  Act  enforceable  by  the  Local  Authority. 

_Two  factories  were  examined  for  the  first  time  in  accoidance  with 
Section  34  relating  to  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire.  Certificates 
were  issued  to  the  occupiers  in  both  cases. 
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No 

Mechanical 


Factories  Act,  1937  -  List  of  Factories 
on  Regi ster  at  end  of  1933 


Mechanical 

Power 


Agricultural  Engineers  . 

Art  Leather  Porkers  . 

Automobile  Engineers  . *  . 

Bakers  . .  . 

Basket  Work  . 

Boole  Binder  . .  . 

Boot  Makers  and  Repairers  . 

Brick  Makers ,  etc .  . 

Builders  and  Contractors  . .  . . 

Cabinet  Makers  and  Upholsterers  . .  . . 

Cycle  Makers,  Repairers  and  Vulcanisers  . . 

Dairymen . 

Dressmakers  and  Milliners  . 

Dry  Cleaners  . .  . .  . . 

Electrical  Engineers  . 

Engineers  ..  . 

Food  Manufacturers . 

File  Boxes  . 

Foundry  . 

Fullers'  Earthworks  . .  . 

Gas  Works  .  -  . .  . .  ..  .. 

Glass  Cutting  and  Paint  Packing 
Hardware  Assembly 

Hearthstone  Works  . 

Jam  and  Essence  Makers  ..  . .  . .  *. 

Knacker’s  Yard.  . 

Lace  Frilling  Works  . 

Laundries . .  . 

Log  Sawing . 

Mattress  Manufacturers  . 

Mineral  Water  Manufacturers  . 

Monumental  Masons  and  Undertakers 

Motor  Body  Repairs  . . 

Newspaper  Fudging  . 

Oil  Refining  . 

Photographers  and  Picture  Frame  Makers 

Pianoforte  Repairers  . 

Plumbers  . 

Precast  Concrete  Manufacturers  . .  . . 

Printers  ...  . 

Public  Works  Contractors  . 

Scale  Repairers  ..  ..  . . 

Seed  Merchants  ..  . .  . . 

Sewing  Machine  Repairs  . 

Shoeing  and  General  Smiths  . 

Shop  Fitters  . 

Soldering  Outfit  Assembly  . 

Steel  Wool  Manufacturers  . 

Tailors  . 

Thermometer  Manufacturers  . 

Timber  Merchants  . 

Toy  Manufacturers  . 

Watchmakers  .  .. 

Wax  Refining  'Works  . 

Building  Sites  and  Works  of  Engineering 

Construction 


3 

1 

20 

17 

1 

5 

3 

4 

5 
1 
1 

1 

2 

1 

14 

4 

1 

2 

1 

o 

k. 

i 

l 

1 

l 

1 
4 
1 
1 

2 

3 

3 

1 


1 

1 

8 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 


142 


Power 


1 

1 


31 


TOTALS 
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Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

There  is  only  one  factory  which  is  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this 
Act  -  one  in  ■which  spring  mattresses  are  manuf act ured .  This  is  registered 

in  accordance  with  Section  2.  No  samples  of  rag  flock  or  other  fillings 
were  taken  during  1953. 

Complaints 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  complaints  received  during  the  year:  - 


Insanitary  condition  of  premises  „ .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  114 

Defective  dustbin  .  7 

House  drainage  ..  ..  24 

Cesspools  overflowing  ..  . .  ..  . .  . .  5 

Non-removal  of  house  refuse  . .  . .  12 

Kitchen-waste  street-bins  .  4 

Rats  or  Mice  . .  .  . .  238 

Verminous  premises  .  l6 

Other  insect  pests  . .  8 

r.raspsf  nests  . .  44 

Unsound  food  ( sold)  . .  ..  10 

Dirty  milk  bottles .  ..  4 

Keeping  of  animals ,  etc. .  3 

Smoke  nuisance . .  . .  . .  10 

Overcrowding  .  3 

Miscellaneous  ..  ..  43 


Notices  Issued  and  Action  Taken 

The  following  Table  is  a  statement  of  the  notices  dealt  with  during 


the  year: - 

Preliminary  - 

Outstanding  on  1st  January  *  1953  ..  ..  . .  . .  78 

Issued  during  year  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  219 

Complied  v/ith  during  year  ..  ..  205 

Statutory  action  necessary  . .  12 

Outstanding  on  31st  December,  1953  ..  . .  ..  ..  80 

Statutory  - 

Outstanding  on  1st  January,  1953  .  Nil 

Issued  during  year  .  .  12 

Complied  with  during  year  . .  . .  11 

Outstanding  on  31st  December,  1953  ..  ..  ••  . .  1 


Nuisances  Abated,  Defects  Remedied,  etc. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year, 
both  voluntarily  and  in  consequence  of  notices  in  respect  of  dwelling-houses 
food  premises,  factories,  and  other  business  premises. 


Dwel ling-h ous  e  s 

Roofs  repaired  ..  . .  ..  . . .  ..  48 

Eaves-gutters  and  stack-pipes  repaired  .  37 

Chimney-stacks  rebuilt  or  repaired  .  9 

Pointing  or  otherwise  weatherproofing  of  brickwork  (houses)  11 

Horizontal  damp-proof  course  inserted  .  1 

Other  causes  of  dampness  remedied  . .  . .  ..  13 

Drains  examined  or  tested  (primary  inspections  only)..  148 

Drainage  systems  relaid  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

Drains  partially  relaid  .  .  12 

Blocked  drains  cleared  .  .  34 

New  intercepting  or  inspection  chambers  constructed  ..  24 

Soil  or  ventilation  pipes  installed  or  renewed  . .  . .  19 

NewlY.Cs.  installed  ..  ..  ..  17 

17. C.  apparatus  renewed  or  repaired  ..  .  9 

77.C.  flushing  cisterns  renewed  or  repaired  ....  2 

V.C.  compartments  cleansed  ..  ..  .  1 

Cesspools  abolished  .  .  3 

Additional  cesspools  constructed  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 


\ 


o  • 


Dwelling-houses  (Continued) 

Existing  house  drains  connected  to  public  sewer 
Pail  closets  abolished 

Sewage  Treatment  Plant  constructed  . . 

Sink  gully  dishings  repaired  or  gully  renewed 
Dustbins  renewed 

External  paintwork  renewed  . . 

Internal  paintwork  renewed  . 

Rooms  cleansed  and  redecorated  . 

Plaster  of  walls  and/or  ceilings  repaired 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 

lindow  frames  or  sashcords  repaired 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . 

Fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed 

Staircases  repaired  . .  . 

Sinks  renewed  or  installed  . 

Washhand  basins  renewed  or  Installed 

Waste  pipes  trapped  or  repaired  . 

Water  supply  pipes  repaired  or  installed  . . 

Baths  installed . .  . 

Nuisances  from  animals  or  poultry  abated 

Accumulations  removed  . .  . .  . . 

Other  nuisances  abated  . .  ..  . 


•  • 


6 

2 

1 

2 

7 
2 
2 

53 

54 
45 
4C 
20 
11 

4 

8 

14 

2 

3 

12 

6 

2 

10 


Food  Premises: 

Sanitary  accommodation  improved 

Drainage  system  improved  . 

Rooms  cleansed  and/7  or  redecor  sled  ..  .. 

Plaster  of  walls  and/7 or  ceilings  repaired 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . 

Internal  paintwork  renewed  . 

Yfashhand  basins  installed  .  .  . . 

Ablution  facilities  otherwise  improved 
Constant  hot  water  supply  installed 

Sinks  renewed  or  installed  . 

Accumulations  removed  . .  .... 

Other  nuisances  aba.ted  . 


2 

9 

14 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

11 

O 

dl 

1 
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Factories: 

Sanitary  accommodation  improved  . 4 

Rooms  cleansed  .  3 

Plaster  of  walls  and/ or  ceilings  repaired  . 

Floors  repaired . . . .  ..  ..  2 

New  N.Cs.  installed  .  4 

Drainage  system  improved  . .  4 

Smoke  nuisance  abated  1 

Other  nuisances  abated  . .  .  ..  3 


Other  Business  Premises: 


Drainage  systems  improved  or  repaired  .  . .  3 

Sanitary  accommodation  improved.  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  6 
New  Inspection  Chambers  constructed  or  repaired  . .  . .  3 

New  gullies  constructed  or  repaired  .  2 

Nashhand  basins  installed  . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  2 

New  T7.Cs.  installed  . .  4 

Other  nuisances  abated  .  4 


Twenty  certificates,  involving  35  premises,  were  issued  to  builders 
to  enable  them  to  obtain  timber  for  floor  and  other  repairs.  The  certi¬ 
ficates  were  issued  on  the  builders'  applications  for  transmission  to  the 
Ministry  of  Supply  (Timber  Control)  and  stated  that  the  repairs  were 
necessary  in  the  interests  of  public  health,  and  that  the  amount  of  timber 
for  which  application  was  made  was  the  minimum  required  for  the  repairs 
specified.  As  the  defects  to  be  remedied  were ,  in  most  cases,  caused,  by 
dry  rot  the  work  was,  whenever  possible,  carried  out  under  close  super¬ 
vision  so  that  proper  remedial  measures  could  be  put  in  hand  for  removing 
infected,  material  and  preventing  the  new  timber  from  becoming  infected. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  19^-9 

The  results  of  the  year's  work  under  this  heading  are  shown  in  the 
tabulated  statement  given  below.  These  statistics  coincide  with  the 
information  which  is  given  quarterly  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  & 
Fisheries,  Infestation  Branch. 

Type  of  Property 

All  other 


K 

Agri- 

( including 

Local 

Dwelling 

cul- 

Business  & 

Authority 

Houses 

tural 

Industriad) 

Totad 

I. 

Total  No.  of  proper¬ 
ties  in  Local 

Authority*  s  district 

12,990 

34 

1.643 

14,713 

II. 

No.  of  properties 
inspected  by  the  Local 

Authority  during  1933 
as  a  result  (a)  of  ( a)  6 

138 

74 

238 

notification  or  (b)  /,  \ 

otherwise.  '  ' 

14 

- 

7 

21 

III. 

No.  of  properties  ..o  . 

(under  II)  found  to  u 

- 

- 

-  . 

- 

be  infested  by  rats.  Minor  5 

120 

- 

6l 

186 

IF. 

No.  of  properties 
(under  II)  found  to 
be  seriously  infested 
by  mice.  1 

20 

12 

33 

V. 

No.  of  infested 

properties  (under  III 
and  IF )  treated  by  the 

Local  Authority  6 

137 

72 

215 

Rats  Mice 

No.  of  infested  premises  under  or  awaiting  treatment 

at  the  end  of  the  year  .  19  1 

No.  of  complaints  awaiting  investigation  at  the  end 

of  the  year  . .  -  1 

No.  of  ’’block' control1'  schemes  carried  out  ..  19 

x  Council  houses  are  included  under  dwelling-houses 

It  v/as  not  found  necessary  to  secure  the  treatment  of  infested 
properties  by  the  service  of  statutory  notices.  Work  undertaken  by  the 
Pests  Officers  met,  during  1953?  with  the  ready  co-operation  of  all  concerned. 

In  addition  to  the  above  work ,  the  sewerage  systems  of  the  Borough 
were  again  successfully  treated  twice  during  the  year,  as  wore  the  Council’ s 
Sewage  and  Refuse  disposal  dorks  and  the  banks  of  the  stream  which  flows 
through  the  Redhill  and  Earlswood  areas.  A  considerable  amount  of  rat 
destruction  has  also  been  carried  out  on  railway  properties,  at  the  request 
of  the  District  Engineer  of  British  Railways  (Southern  Region)  There 
has  also  been  useful  co-operation  with  the  Pests  Officer  of  the  Surrey 
County  Agricultural  Executive  Committee,  v/ho  was  able  to  give  practical 
assistance  to  farmers  in  the  agricultural  parts  of  the  Borough,  not  only 
in  rat  destruction,-  but  in  getting  rid  of  such  pests  as  rabbits,  pigeons, 
squirrels ,  etc . 

The  work  mentioned  above  also  does  not  include  work  carried  cut  under 
contract  arrangements  with: 

(a)  the  Surrey  County  Council  at  all  their  premises  in  this 
Borough;  these  include  the  Public  Assistance  Institution 
and  its  ancillary  Homes,  2 4  schools  and  6  school  kitchens, 
day  nursery,  clinics,  fire  brigade  premises,  etc.; 
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(t>)  the  Group  Hospital  Management  Committee  at  the  Redhill 
Counter  Hospital; 

(c)  two  commercial  firms,  involving  regular  routine  inspections 
of  a  food  factory,  and  five  premises  owned  by  b.  local  dairy. 

Although  some  use  is  still  made  of  such  poisons  as  zinc  phosphide, 
arsenic  and  red  squill,  the  newer  product  m.7arfarin"  has  proved  so 
effective  that  it  is  now  used  successfully  in  the  majority  of  cases 

Three  meetings -of  the  Surrey  Ho.  3  Workable  Area  Committee  were  held 
during  the  year,  and  were  attended  by  representatives  from  the  'ministry 
of  Agriculture  &  fisheries,  Catcrham  &  Warlingham  U.D.C.*,  Dorking  U.D.G. 
Dorking  &  Horley  R.D.C.,  Godstone  R.D.C. ,  Leatherhead  U.D.C. ,  Reigate 
Borough  Council  and  the  Surrey  County  Agricultural  Executive  Committee. 

A  joint  meeting  of  the  three  Workable  Area  Committees  in  the  County  was 
held  at  Guildford  in  May,  1953,  to  consider  whether  it  v/as  desirable  to 
revise  the  boundaries  of  the  areas.  These  Committees  were  appointed  in 
the  first  instance  as  Committees  of  Local  Authorities  working  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  County  Council  and  the  County  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee.  They  were  appointed  over  10  years  ago,  when  districts  were 
heavily  infested  by  rats  and  mice  and  when  food  was  comparatively  scarce 
It  was,  therefore,  urgently  necessary  not  only  to  prevent  damage  to 
foodstuffs,  but  to  co-ordinate  the  work  of  destruction  and  stimulate 
interest  in  this  subject  amongst  the  various  authorities  concerned. 

It  is  now  felt  that  the  need  for  these  Committees  is  greatly  reduced, 
and  it  is  likely  that  meetings  will  be  held  in  the  future  not  more  than 
once  a  year. 

Legal  Proceedings 

It  was  not  found  necessary  during  1953  to  institute  legal 
ings  under  any  of  the  headings  given  in  this  Report . 


proceed- 
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